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INTRODUCTION

A d

The origin of the expedition, the narrative of which
is set forth in this bock, was due to Mr.Eckenstein, who on
returning fromn hisg travels with Sir Martin Conuay in 1892 1n
the iHindu Kush, was far from satisfied that a rsally high ascent
was unfeasible. Later experiences in Mexico, where in the
surmer of 1901 it was found that a heavy day's work could be
endured at altitudes up to 13,000 ft. without any ore distress
than accompanied 51milar efforts at sea-~level, confirmad hinm
in his belief and the present expeditibn wag arran;ed. The
object of the expedition was first and foremost to get a de-
finiie solution to the very much vexed yuestion of ‘mountain-
sickness' (so-called), or to p.t it more dbroadly to find cut
the physiological action of reduced atmospherie pressure on the

human body and at what elevation it became consequently



impossible to proceed. With this object in view we had to
look about for a mountain which reached a high elevation and
presented as far as one could judge very small olimbing diffi-
culties. From photographs taken by Sir Martin Conway and
Mrs.Bullock Workman it appeared that the X and NB sides of the
mountain known in the Indian Survey as Ko were composed of snow=
slopes at an easy angle and that, if one excepted bad condie
tions of snow such as all high mountains are liable to, there
should be no techniﬁa}\, difficulties of a climbing character to
contend with.

This mountain was accordingly decided upon as a
suitable one. It was nevertheless a long time after this
decision had been rédched that the expedition took place. This
was duc to the fact that we desired.to go as a party of 5 or 6
in order to minimise chances of defeat from individual illnecss
or breakdown, and it is not an easy task to find 6 men suitable
to an undertaking of this description who can take a year's

holiday &t short notice, including one of the medical profession
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Bventually however a party of six was made up all of whom were
ready to leave in the sarly part of 1902: <+‘he mambers were
O.Bckenstein, A.Crowley; with 3 Austrians Drs.Pfannl and
Wessely; & Swiss-French medical man Dr.Jacot-Cuillarmod, and
nyself.

Our party being settled in the auturn of 1901, it
then remained to prcpare all the equipment for a resolute siege
of our nountains for it was not a belief of ours that a rush
would be suoccessful - on the contrary we fully expected to hav§
to spend & considerable period of time ;-adually raising our
camps on the flank of the mountain, and with this before us,
and a knowledge of the distance of the peak from any base of
supplies, we set about making a provisiomment which would
suffice to keep six men for 3 months perfectly independent of
any food to be got from the nearest village. Tinned foods of
all sorts and makers were tried and tested, tents were made to
our desiyns, oraﬁpéns fitted to boolis, axes made, instruments

adjusted and so forth.* And so gradually we ot our things



together. Then RBokenstein and I addressed ourselves to the
somewhat Herculean labour of packing all our goods for safe
transit to India., A matual friend of ours - Mr.L.A.Legros =
was good enough to place his workshop entirely at our disposal;
and there we worked pretty ocontinuously from Deccriber till the
end of February (when we lcft England) at testing all the
equipment, putting final touches to it, and packing it into
cases for shipmont. It turned out in the result that our pre=
cautions were not wasted, for when we came to unpack our things
Qt 8rinagar, we found that nothing had suffered at all in

transport.

- . A full account of the equipment employed will be
-found in the Appendix,



CHAPTRBRR IX.
BEXIZISEAERARNERTERTERENA
In these days of universal travel it would be quite
out of place to relate the small incidents of a journey from
London to kombay, ®hich town we renched after a good voyage on
Karoch 20th, 1902. We anticipated some troubls here in clearing
our luggage through the Customs as, in spite of the fact that
the greater part had been sent out direct from London to Rawal
Pindi, we yet had some ton and a quarter with us and that too
of a very miscellaneous description; ranging (in the official
declaration forms) from timber i.s. ski to hardware i.e. oram-
ponse Tris matter having been adjusted by the Customs
officials accepting our estimate, we fot on board the train for
Rawal Pindi on the 21st and arrived there three days later. At
Delhi on the way we picked up the last member of our party,
Crowley, who had beon living in the East for some time.
Po the Ruropeam, Indian Railway travel is a revelation

in ocomfort, though certainly not in speed.

- H -



¥o stayed at Pindd till the 29th as .e had to collect
our previously dospatched equipment and make some alterations
to its shape for transport by ekka to Kashmir.

The cormments madc on us at Pindi were excessively
arms inge. I confess that our exterior was not"entirely pre-
possessing and taken with our polyglot conversation justified
the assumption that we must be.Boer officers on parole! (¥We
had all grown bheards, or tried to, in order to fascilitate our
dealings with the ahomedan natives of the country we were
going to travel in), When subsequently our objects were ex-
plained, we were considered - and not inaudibtly - madmen to
think of getting all that lugsage up to Kaskmir and as for
getting it further; well it was out of the question.

After some arrangements had been made with the trans-
port departmént it was agreed that 15 ekkas should be ready at
an early hour on the morning of the 29th ’arch. An ekka is as
near the slementary vehicle, as, I imagine, can he seen to-day.
It is rather lixe a three foot cube packing case with a 1id on
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but open before and behind, mounted on a pair of wheels, and
entirely innocent of all springss it is usually in a state of
utter decay which is broucht home to one well by the proverd

*It is bad to g0 on an okka with less than one wheel.® Though
the ekkas were there at 7 o'clock in the morning it was not

till 3 o'cloek that they started and then two more were re-
quired before we got the whole of the luggage stowed away.
Starting thus late we only make & short stage fhat day to Tret =
some 25 miles - and did not get thers till 10.45.

The road to Srinagar crosses & pass in the Himalaya
chain at Murree {8,000 ft.}, dips right dom agéin to the Jhe~
lum valley whic it then follows till it debouches on the plain
of Fushmir.

The next morning we were woken to the startling news
that our expedition was detained b; a police officer and on
enquiry we found we had to wait for the Deputy-Commissioner.

He arrived at 10.30 and did not solve our puszle when he told
us that the Govermment had forbidden Eckenstein to enter
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Kashmir, but that the rest rnight proceed. Acoordingly Bocken-
stein returned with the Deputy-Commissioner to make enguiries
and the rest of ui continued the long ascent to Murree. The
Jolting of the ekkas which had seemed literally unendurable but
yesterday had alread)y become but a minor evil to me, but une-
fortunately the third day from Pindi it had a bad effect on
Vess0ly who developed slight internal inflasmation and had to
be left at Kohala with the Doctor, to follow when he had ree
covered by the more conmfortable vehicle on the road 1.6. &
tonga. These are tuuroseated and well sprung carriages which
are really quite comfortable and having changes of horses every
7 or 8 miles cover large dlstances in the daye

At Xohala one reaches the Jhelum and crossing it one
enters Kashmir, So more Customs formalities, but here they
were not exigeant’. From Kohala to Baramullah the road is a
remarkable one hoth from an engineering and soenic point of
view. Tho® following the Jhelum valley, it runs, now hundreds

of feet above that great torrent, now on its banks; beautifully



graded and kept in wonderfully good ocondition considering the
frequent landslides which are always occurring.

The hille rise eaoh side of the river to some three
thousand feet and their steepness, the largeness of the massifs,
and grand outline make a striking difference to anything one can
see in the Alpe. Here and there through the long side valleys
one gets a glimpse of the Pir-Panjal's snowy surmits and saste
wards of those of thno Westorn Himalavas. The road itself was
flanked by masses of spring verdure -« maldenhair fern, pome-
granjte, and hostes of wild flowers - and the elopes above were:
everywhere grael. Along this road our caravan of 17 ekkas
slowly logged, doing 30 to 35 miles a day. Six days tuok us
to Buramullah at the entrance of the Kaghmir plains this 1is a
fine level stretch of country lying in a ring-fence of great
snow surmits, and travorsed by the winding Jhelum ihore & broad,
peaceful river with no thought of its rapids and gorges a
litile lower down) and by poplar-ardnuod roadc which rival
those of Franoe for straightness. On all sides cultivated
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land and dotted here and there the quaint Xashmiri villages
vith thelir clumps of trees. The Kasmiris themselves are a
fine races tall deep-chested men and fine women - the latter
with an ease and grace of oarriage that can only be seen where
such things as a heel or a corset are unknown and with a walk
more graceful than the best of our danoing.

At Baramullah Pfamnl and J went for a walk in the
evening up a few huncred feet on one of the foot~-hills to
satch the sun set over this paradiece - it was indeed enough to
make & poet of an engineer®s fitter cr a anntimental;yt of a -
goal niner,

On the 4th April we reactreld 8rinagar, the capital of
Kashmir, and took up cur abode in the one hotel or the piace;
a blg structure but distressingly moedern and Europeaﬂf AB the
read ends snd coolie transport begirs here, we set to work to
unpack all our oases and repack the goods in suitable loads.

!ﬁe news we had from Eokegstein all thie while was



as unpleasant as it was inexplixable. He had been referred
from officl:l to official in an ascending scale with the plea
that his datention was *Govermment orders® and that no reason
had been assigned. Ho travelled back to Lahore and from thoere
started for S5inla to intorview the Foreign Secretary, This
gentlemen he was, however, lucky enough to meet on the wav and
the reasons ther. given were that he had mistehaved at Gilgit
and in K;shmir in 1893 - & year spent by him entirely in Eng-
land. The only fact that could with certainty be elicited
was that the of&er nad emanated from the Viceroy. From
Brinagar we had telsgraphed and sritten petitions to the Viceroy
and done our utmost. Hronm Lime ﬁo time we got letters and
negs from Bokenstein but never anything definite. The whole
aifair seemed, and does so too to-day, most un-English, perhaps
the most repulsiwve featurs being that Bekenctein's létters were
tampsred withe.

Rventually after a greatdeal of pstitioning and &

suggestion or two that the matter night form a good ocasus belll
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for the Irish party in the House, Rokenstein was allowsd to
proceed to Srinagar on April 28nd. Ané thre mystery of this
detention has as far as I know never been cleared up at all.
Therec was a touoh of humour in it too - for a guar-
antes was insisted on from Crowley and myself with reagard to
!nkenstpin'a conduot before he was permitted to proceed. This
¥6 gave by wirs, asking subsequently by letter what oonduot on
the part of Mokenstein would be construe@ as breach of ths
g:arantee. However the conundrum was ﬁora than the Indian
Government could sclve and tho lotier remained unanswered.
While all this had buen procuedirg, the 5 of us in

8rinagar had not been idle. All the cases had been unjacked

& st d Shed oo {@ (oo
S A3 L)

and their contents storcd in the hotel_go-dorn;_ Then kiltas
woere purchased. These are lidded wilcker haskoets sovered with
sheepakin leather and are made in two shapes, a truncated cone
and rectangular. They are vary light, atan§ a 1c§ of knooking
about and ars convenient for oarrying lcads in. Our next move
was to £ill theee and this needed eome arrangement and method.
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Por the 3 monthe food our plan was to make 3 kiltas
oontain 4 days food for the 6 of usi including everything
necessary (fuel &o) except the actual cookinz utensils. The
fina) total amounted to 110 loads ¢f from A7 -~ 58 1lbs each.

All was ready for a start on Saturday the 26th April,
but as it took some time even for a transport officer as ener=
getie an was Captain Lemesurier to get porterage to such &
large extent, i1t was not till the 28th that we got off. our
£irst stage was br pony transport and the 30 ponies were in the
paddoek by the hotel guite sarly. When the whole cararan had
got loaded up and under weigh, Crowley and 1 remained behind to
get two very neceasary things, & supply of small change and ‘.
parevans.

The fornmer was a large itam both in tmportanc§ and
voight, and we infended to pay each eoolis individually to
obviate the usual trouble travellers have with coolies owing

oL
to their incontinently bolting: this they do if thelr time is
paid to their head man or to the iraveller's servants for dis-
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tribution, as the idea of distridution is not entirely just on
Western ideas and the native #ho has the noney retains nearly
all or all for hinself and gives the unfortunate coolies kicks
instead of nhalfpence. A parwvana is a circular letter to all
h
village officials {their name is legion:s ta)sildars, lumba-
dars, tekxidars &oc, &0.,) to command them in the name of the
British Raj to &o al} the& can to help the traveller by supplye
ing him with food and coolies. Captain Lemesurier who was (o
glve us this documen® was in camp on the Dal l.ake, o9 we joure
neyed thither on a shikara or native punt which is paddled hy
5 or 6 paddles. Tho DAl Lake 15 in one of the mest beautiful
situations conesaivyable - a decspy dlue shaet of water, studded
with lotus plants, set in a hollow of the hills over whose
shouiders appear the snovs. On one side of !} 1s a porfeot
natural park shaded by»patriarchal cher.af trees, and 1t wvas
hers - the'ﬂaaaﬁh.ﬁagh « that we found Captsin Lemssurier

encamped. He quickly issued orders ahout the parwana which he
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promsised to send to meet us at our first canping rlace the
next morning aurl: by mounted messengers

By the iime vwe had got hagk to Srinagar it was ale-
ready late so we determined to do the first stage by water
during the night and catch the rest of Lhe party up the next
morning. Por this purpose we chartered a dunga or native
houseboat. They are built like a big punt (35 ft. long by 8 ft
beam} with a roof and sides of matting and are punted, paddled
and towed - often all three together,

Thus towards evening we drifted down the Jhelum righrt
ihrough Srinagar. | The town has been called the Venice of the
éast and 1f this be a synonym for beauty, it indeed deserves
its name. Right down to the water's edge on each side of the
Jhelum, which forms the greai highway, crowd the woodem native
houses.»their roofs all grass-grown and theilr outline guaint
beyond dssoription. Here and there a break where stands an
eladborat.e MHohammedan Mosque or else a Hindu temple with a silver
or golden roof flashing in the sumlight. Across the river
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seven wooden br;dgep wvhose construotion makes more for effect
than strength. There is but one thing to mar the effeot and
that is the {aharajah's palace - a flat moderm plastered and
whitewashed crection.

Night soon ocume on and we turned in, to be woken at
7.30 at Guﬁderbal = our first stage. A short half-hour

ol e )
brought us to Bokenstein and-i*aﬁn& wno were takking to the
native lumbadar and we all went on togethor.

At Gunderbal one onters the Sindh valley in which one
continues for 5 marches io the foot of the pass = the Bogi-1a=
which leads over into Baltistan. The valley is deservedly
reckoned one of the great beauty spots of Xashmir and it was
too early in the year for it to be at its best vhen we passed
through it. | Planked on both sides by ranges of mountains whid
were still covered to»a great extent with snow, the torrent

folloys a very tortuous course so that one alsays appears to

be approaching a varrier of roék.

All the lower parts of the valley are forest-covered



and s0 the marches were very pleasant., The path is like a
Yol:h mountain-track, if anything not se geood, which seems
curious when one consicers that it leads to the one pass in the
Hindu Fush = the Karakoram pass -~ through which all the trade to
Iugkeatan and China go6s. As w§ &t higher up the-valley ve
came acrozs the dabris of large winter awalanéhel rvhich had
thundered #dght down to the torrents the largest left a clife
of srnow some 30 feat high and 150 yards long with a tail stream-
inﬁ up to the heii’hts,. |

Our ﬁcny-transport had only taken us two marches and
we then oontinued wiﬁh ccolies who nostly went'but one march.
Here 1 mny‘e#plain our éystem of checking in order that each
coolie got hié full pay and was responsible for his load. We
gave to each man a ticket with hie nams and the number painted 
on hie.lﬁad on it and paid them individually on presentation

Eo:r the ticket arfter the loads had bgen inspeoted. This in-

volved a consicerable amount of work with a hundred and odd
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loads but amply repaid itself in that we had no diffioulties of
any kind with our men who were always tlliing and cont:anted.

On May 8rd we arrived at Baltal (9,000 ft.) at the
foot of thc Boji-la shere we found a fine bungalows it was
rery heavily built, obviously to resist the irmense winter
anovfalle As it was still carly in the year %0 cross this
pass, 6speclall; with so large a caravan, Plannl and Wessely
had gone on t0-1népeot the ocondition of the unow and ?9P°f§'

They thought that there would be very little diffi-
culty provided we started early ouough which we accordingly
determined to do. In Lthe evening the Doctor ¢iamined the eyes
of all the ccolies anc we issucd smoked plavses {of which we
had some 50 pairs) to tlose who Weemed ic need it. This ocaused
& loi of amusement, as they coveted the glasses; and when a
Lig man scrowed up his eyea but was passed sound Ly the Doctor,
he ﬁaa promptly ochaffed by all his cuvcpanionse

On May 4th we ot off tofore four o'clock, Pfanul and

Wessely led the narty, Crowley and Bokansteia went up &ith the
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ocentre of the caravan and Dr,Guillarmed and I Lrought up the
rear. The coolies went wsll over tho sncw to shioh we got'
twventy minutes from the atart and the head of the oaravan
reached the summit at 6.15,

grter an hour or so ons of the older coolies shouﬁd
synmptoms of distress, so Dr.Cuillarmod sant on to find a good
man with a lightier load with shon to affect an exohﬁngn. while
Bokenstein who had no# joined us behind tcok ithe man®s load
forss bit. This made things beitor but we had to assist
nesrl:; all tho way up and ss 4id not get Lo tha lop (undér
12,000 f£L.) tiil Jjuast before 3. The cnow, though muoh of 1t
wis avalanche dedris was in good condition. We raashec the
bunﬁalotrat the other aide of rha pass at 10,20, Thinking that
our troublas .erv now over and 211 that rasained sas a saunter
dosn a vallsy similar to the one we hLad sorma up, I sat down for
about an houzr snd indulged in a pipe. T had made however a
bad mistake as the rost of the way lay over an undulaiing snes

field crossed by a river and its tributaries - making many



dotourl neoessary. And the snow had by now softened undero

the sun, 80 that Crowley and I d4did not arrivo at our stopping
place - Matayan - till 4.30 after a rather tiring daye | Hatayan
is a little village of huts ﬁgnto one of which we packed like
sardines), at that time An oasis in 3 desert of snow, rut ;n
the siummer a village in a mountain pasture. Indeed later on

in the year the pass is quite clear of snow and easily nego~-
tiable on horseback. <The next day's walk took us to our first
stage of any importance since Srinagar, namely, Dras. This 1s
not properly a towa nor even a village but an alluvial plain
with huts scattered over it and supporting quite a l1l.rge popu~
lation. The Dras valley is of an entirely differcnt charagter
to the Sindhs no trees or indeed vegetation of any kind (save
where the villages are placed) but bare rock topped by snowy
peaks, with here and there a deep gorge ocut out by the Dras
river in violet rock. The houses too are quite different -

no mores wooden chalets but flate-roofed, cubical rmd built
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erections with tiny windows and doors, often 'uilt in ranks

one on the roof of the other. The villages are nearly always
placed strategiocally, as if to guard acainest hostilities; whith
vas probably indeed the reason of their position.

At Dras we changed to p§ny transport and prooeeded
dopn the valley on our way to Skardu. At our first stage,
Karbu, there was a great tamasha (jollification) going on which
consisted of pole, very statuesque dancing and music played on
an instrument shich ;ives forth a noise similar to the ohanter
of bag-pipes. Here too we met our first illustration of the
very deep hold that their religion has on natives and our first
case of serious illness. The Doctor had treated hosts of cases
at every stage - mostl& triviﬁlitieu, such as wounds which
would not heal owing to dirt, burns, tooth extraction, e¥es, oi~
hoe genus orme, But here the takidar's wife needed an oportf
tion to save her life. The nearest place where this could be

performed was ILeh - s¢éme 8 marches on - the tekidar, however,



though offered money for the journey and operation, refused,
a8 he was the only indu in the village and he ocould not leave
his duties, so that there would have been no [iindu to have
gone with her to prepare her food. Just Kismet, =

After leaving Karbu we began to get into more fertile
country and found at every village, &apriocot, mulborty and-a1-
mond trees in full flower and leaf and the first c¢rop of barley
coming upe. All rlong these -ralleys there is a village wherever
water can be obtained in qpaﬁtitiea for agriculture, but, while
the villages themselves are nmiracles of fertility, the spaces in
between are stone and sand desert with no vegetation showing.
To an En;zlish farmer it is indeed a land of promise, for they
get thres orops a vear, barley, sheat and oats, and then da
0apOe. St1ll this is not done without labour, for they cone
struct aqueduets sometimes two miles in length to irrigate
every field.

At Hardas our first Rajah, He started by handing us
& bag of rupees which wa touched and returncd - a ceremony to
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derionstrate, on his side that he was our servant to comnand, on
ours that we wished him well and were on a peaceful errand.

He then ta‘ked about his own health, got medicine
from the Dooctor and left us a present of a large plate of dried
apriocote. This performance was characteristie of all locad
royalty aqg #a8 repeated almost without wvariation, save that
now and then they gave us tea and cakes. The tea they prepare
in tve wayss firstly with sugar and cardomans and other sapioces
but no milk - geoondly with butter and salt. The first kind
was universally popular but the latter - well I £ind in Vg
notes at the time ®this is what one would oxpect'trlin oil to
taste like after it had trickled through a farmyard.® Yet it
is so disgusiing at first taste that one tries it again and it
was not lonz before I used tc have it every evening and enjoy
it! Just before Hardas one crosses the Dras river and leaves
the road to Leh, Ladakh and Turkestan, and the maroch after that

one reaches the Indus valley down which one proceeds to Skardu.



The marches along this wvalley were long and rather arduous too
as, owing to local irregularities, the road continually ascend-
ed and descended -~ sometimes 3,000 feot in a day. The Rajah
of Toltil sent his brother out to meet us and indeed he acoom-
padied us through the whole time of cur stay insice his terri-
torye An extraordinary type of native he was - a complexion
as falr as any European, red hair and moustache, shaved, and
clothed in clean white linen.

Our last two marches to Skardu werc very pleasant
ones, as e were rmounted by the Rajah on excellent country=-
breds who ocarriaod us wonderfully. I ride some 14 stone and X
m:st say felt some compﬁssion for a 123 pony which they assured
me would carry me easily. It not only did s¢o but after canter-
ing the greater part of the way, ended up quite fresh and in no
way distressed. Eight or nine niles from Skardu the wvalley
changes completely in character. Instead of the stream being

bounded by either sores slopes or rock faces, the valley opens
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out to & grey plain of Indus silt « in plaoces four miles

broad, - with large masses of rook dotted about rising to 1,000
or 1,500 feaet. The mountains receed to form a kind of great
anphitheatre, the greater part of which is completely filled

by the greenery of Skardu and its dependencies. On the North
the Shigar valley opens out and the junetion of the 8higar

and Indus rivers takes place quite close to Skardu.

Tor the last five miles the road ran through an
avenue of trees, first willows, themn poplars brin-ing us even-
tually to a comfortable and clean dak bungalow, at which we
rested a few days before proceeding. We arrived on the 14th
of 'ay, 17 days out of Srinagar.

All the way we had been the best of ifriends with the
natives, who were excessively keen to be our porters. On two
ocoasions indeed therc was an actual fight for the loads, where
there were more coolies than we reqguired. Generally speaking
the Baltis are a finer lot than the Ilashmiris, but both are
equally oourtecus and everywhere honest.
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Chapter II.

Skardu to the Glacier foot.

At Skardu we restod for several days before resuming
our lourney towards the glacier and made some slight reprovi-
siomments, e.g. sugar and salt which had evaporated en route
at a rather alarming pace. Tho' the town is a large place
containing some 25,000 inhabitﬁnts. et like the smaller vil-
lages the houses are so completely swallowed up by the masses
of filelds and fruit trees that barely one is visible without
& searghe. 8oon after our arrival we were called upon by the
Rajah of Shigar, the brother of the Rajlah of Knpaloo and the
Rajah of Kiriz. The first named was far the finest man with
a very kindly and intellectual faoce: incidentally I may nmention
that he was & master mason = the last one I met on ry way North

~ 3

fron Kashmir. After they had gone came the Maid (assistant),



Tahsildar, as his superior was 1ll: he talked quite good Eng-
lish, offered us every assistance and brought as a present a
great mountain trout.

In the evening the Dootor had a nasty case. A man
was brought to our Dak dbungalow with his leg cut t§ the bone
from knee to ankle from an aocident in a stone quarry. More-
over it was all filled with fine sand and dirt. 8o there veos
& big bustle £o find kiltas containing antisepties, candles &c
and it was 2 hours before the Doctor had satisfied himself that
all that could be dons had been doné. X an glad to say that
on our return we found that the man had completely recovered
and vas about again.

The man was & good exam;le of what we found with all
natives that were operated on in any way - namely an 1nsangi-
bility to pain which would have been wondgrful in a Buropean.
They seemed to look on anything of this xtnd as & great ;nd_
interesting joke and we rarely met a man who objected to have a

bad tooth extracted on the spot.



Next day we had a sample of the Skardu sand-storm, &
phenomen@in vhich repeats itself most days in the afternoon. A
strong wind blows down the Indus valley over the broad sxpanses
of 8ilt and whisks this up thousands of feet, completely blote
ting out the view and rendering everything so sandy that one
has perforce to retire and shut windows and doorse.

Cur rest of seven days at Skardu passed quickly
enough, tho' we did nothing in particular but an ococasional
walk up a neighbouring hill and an attempt to catsh trout in
the Indus with very elementary tackle which was not much of a
2UCCO88. ¥e had‘ona nore visit from locsl royalty in the
shape of the Ralah of Shigar and his sons. Their power has
been taken from them and vested in the Tahsildar who is a re-
presentative of the British Raj. The etiquette of these social
tunotioﬁl is rather difficult and the way is bheset with pit-
falls for the beginner e.g. never eat or drink anything from
your left hands take rour shoss Off before sitting down {(you
all sit on the table-oloth)s remember that your guests cannot
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leave till you rise and ;ive them their 'oong“ ZGCe One dqy
we tried the tobacod which they grow here and found it éxnellent
it had the further merit of being distinotly reasonable in
prioo’i% d per 1b!

Before we left I went with the Doctor to see the
Tahsildar and to interpret the prescriptions. We found him a
cheerful and jovial person who talkad Englieh.excellontly and
was only unhappy because, being & Punjabi, he felt solitary: so
he welcomed us right rovallye.

On Monday, May 19th, we finally got our caravan under
veigh and started for Askoele, the highest village in the Braldiuh
valley. There are two ways there from S8kardus (1) over a
high pass, the 8koro-1;, which descende right on Askole; this
route is 5 days march: (2} along the Shigar valley till the
Bralduh valley meets it and then straight wp that. We chose
the latter way, as tne pasg was reported ver; deep in snow and
it is at an; time rathecr an arducus one.

Before leaving we went to say farewell to the .
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Tahsildar and to arrange with him to send on our mails by spe-
clal coolies as far as Askole. He gave us little bunches of
yellow roses, and as we had already received others, we had our
hats and coats all decorated as for a wedding. It is rather
& rleasing custom which all the natives of these parts have, to
deos one with flowers by way of wishing one good luodk. The
Tahsildar could not and would not bellievs that we were nouv &n
important Government mission of some political charaocter and
treated our denials as polite prevarications.

Prom Skardu we went back along the way we had come
for some two miles and then ferried across the Indus.

The ferry vas a largs punt-shaped vessel, almost
@tly like the big Cambridge grinds and was propelled by
five men paddling at the si€e with ¥wo small paddlesxand two
men working big stern paddles., The river was some 160 yards
broad where we corossed and the boat was carried down 200 yards
in orossing. From the ferry the way lay tof miles across

wastos of Indus silt, = very hbt and tiring for the horses; for

)
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we rode for some narches up the Shigar valley.

8Soon we turned into a steep and rooky gorge which led
up till it dsbguched high up on the side of the main Shigar
valley which lay stretched out before ;s. Shigar iiself is
a long strazggling patoh of cultivated land and fruit trees
extending over several miles irn length. On each side of the
valley tower great snow sumits which overpower the vallcy, 30
much that it seems quite narrow tho' in reality quite 3 miles
wide ;n mo8t places.

Here we laid 1n.stores of flour to the Ixtent of some
12 maunds (960 1b) for the use of our coolies on the glacier,
as we geére uncertaln how much we could get rurthér UPe e
also bought some dried apricots, és those from this valley are
far réaain they stone the fruits, 4dry them in the sun, and
roll several together into a bhall. The next day from Shigar
wvas a very pleasant march as the track led€ the whole time
through groves of mulberry and apriloot trees with stretches of
park-like land on each side. At Alchori we met the Wasir of
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the plaoce - & fine well set-up young man wvho wias destined to
remain a long time with us and bde Qery useful to us too. From
Alchori to the place where the Shigar river ta-es its birth
from the junction of the Bralduh and Basha torrents vwas tédiou-
marching over stony and bare ground, dbut fording the rivers
gave us soms anusement, The river forks out into several
branches in the broad valley floor and so we had some six fords
to crcss. Some were narrow and shallow, others dbroad and
dseps Dbut all Sfce-cold and rapidly fiouing. At one ford at a
Y junction of 8 streams I misved the track and found myself in
éeep,uutor. To got out I was obliged to go to the wrong side.
On the return journey my horseé wag swapt right off his feet

but pluckily sweam ashore further down. At the same place one
of our servante was carried off his legs and rolled over, but
vas fortunately washed ashore on the right side without mishap.
At another place Eakahsteln's horse cane ovar_and Eckenstein

dismounted raiher hastlly righl into the deepsst place. The
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Doctor'’s fording costime was very nffective, shirt, dbathing
drawers, rope-shoes, a bil: Stiaw hat with a black veil and a
green and white parasoll’ Tﬁa coolies went wvery well; steady-
ing one another through the despest places by takiﬁg hands.

After the fording was over we turned into the Bralduh
valley passiag on our way vast debris which must at one time
have been & terminal moraine of the haltoro glncier. The
mountain sconery hereakbouts 1s very imposing. The atriking
feature ia the extraordinary stecpness of the rock-walls énd
aretes when comparsd to Swiss oness this adds a grandeur quite
gpart from the sisze of ths mountains.

At our stopping place just in the Eralduh valley the
Doctor operated on a dropsiocal mans the man was carried to us
and salked away on his own lggn. To 4he natives the thing was
inoredible: without doubt it appeared a miracle to them.

All the way up the valley the track keeps rising and
falling, often many thousands of feet, on ascount of ths very

precipitous sides which frequently rise straight from the



torrent heneath.

A2 we proceeded uj; the valley the vegetation hetweon
villages became very Soarce. Indesd excepting a ﬁuantity of
Artez:isia (absinthe sorub) thers was nothing but a little wild
asparagus and here and there some wild rhubarbs this latter the
natives chew on the marche PBetwsen Dusso and Ghombore the
traék ascends to a ool some 1500 £t above the river bed te
avoid & big buttress of rook. It was here that I saw for the
first time that mighty bird the Larmergeysr. The partioular
one I saw was not I helievs at all an exceptionally large
greoimsn, but aven he Yad a apread of wings of 15 to 18 feet
and &8 he.camﬂ over me quite close, he loocked solossal,. The
orposite slope of tr2 valley at thisz peint is composed of a
w2ll of rocgk of a tright bluish colour seamed with waterfalls
which join the Bralduh below in tremendous leope.

It s curious to notice the very different customs
which prevall witr regard to notive vomnankind a$ suocessive
villages along & valley. For, while at one no women will be
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seen at all, at the next they will crowd round one’s encamp-
ment with the male villagers and evince much interest in one's
doings. I suppose we must have reprosented sometking even
mors strange than is a oircus procession to the average child.
They are af course all Mahormedans.

We knew that we had 2 nullahe (vallevs) down which
flowed mud avalanches to oross on the day's naroch above Ghon=
bore, 80 started early as they are likely to be less active
early in the daye. The first one was about ten vards wide.

The sides were very stepp (75® = 20°) and at the hottom through
the débris of an old mud avalanche flowed a black strean.
Crowley cut a way down the slopes and up the other side with
an ice-axs anc as there weroe no avalanches flouing at the time
of ero#sing there was no difficulty. The second was a much
larger one; some thirty yards wide with' a thiek fan of mud
spreading out into the river. Luckily this was also quiesoent
at this time and the village psople had built a causeway of
stones for us to cross the soft mud on. Shortly after the
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segénd aud nullah the track orosses to the left bank of the
Bralduh - whioh 1é throusch all its course a series of tre-
mendous boiling rapids - by means of a rope bridge some seventy
vards long and slung high above the river.

These bridges are made of a bundle of ropes of
plaited birch twigs about eight inches wide on which one walks,
wiile tw¥o similar ropes are providsd to hold on to with ones
hands. The thres main rores are connected at 1nterialn by
thin side ropes and at two or threes places are put pieces of
wood from hand-rope to hand~-rops to preserve the ¥V arrangement
of the structure and prevent the hand-ropes coming in and pinch-
ing one. 2hz.bridga hangs, of course, in a catenary curve
which modifies as one goes along it: one's movement too gives
rise to a series of oscillations which are perhaps the only
unpleasant part of what after all is not much of an undertaking.
Occasionally however with a strong side-wind dblowing, or on an

h ]

cld bridge with the pieces of wood missing, corossing is not



quite so easy.

The next dny we orossed the steam again by a similar
bridge, the detour of the track being sirply to avoid a high
rock pari (wall). Boon after getting on to the: right bank
again, we came to a hot sulphur spring, shich had also carbonate
of 1lime in solution. The hot spring was in a oup of pure
white limestone about 12 yards across and waist-decp wit. 2 or
S streams of sulphuretted hydrogen buddbling through it. The
overflow of the basin had left terrace on terrace of beautiful
flowerlike and tendril shaped deposits right down the hilleide.
Some of us stoppsd here and had a good bath, for we had not
had an opportunity to bathe ijp anything but ice-water since
leaving Srinagar. |

An hour from the spring-broﬁght us to Askgcle = the
last village in the Bralduh wvalley. It is a very worlds'end
of a place, for liorth, South and RBast are the big mountains
and the ios and West the valley we had ascended. It seems
extraordinary to see heavy corn cropi growing at this altituds
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{10,300 £t} but there are no fruit trees.

Here we pjitohed a big camp intending to stop for a few
qun and get everything ship shape before preoceeding to our real
'or# of getting up the Baltoro glacier to the foot of the pesrk.

Hext riorning we held a durbar with the o0ld natives
and by means of rmch translation from RBnglish to Hindustani and
Hindustani to Balti elicited the mfomatioﬁ that the glacier
Buouﬁ was 4 days march from Askele and that the last place
where idlch wood was obtainable was at Bardumal, the third
ﬁaruo (Staso); The natives name these places, tho' the?e are
no huts there; they are used in sumer to ﬁaature flocks of
shesn and goats.

- 8o we arranged to send off 60 coocliss under one of
our shikaris to take the first instalment of loads to Bardumal
and to take the rest up with us. The day before they were to
start, however, they care to us with a petition to be allowed

to delay for one day owing to a Mahormedan festival: this we



of course nermitted, as 8o wvery much depends on not ruffling
the cocolies' faelingse; especially their religious ones.

Pfannl and Wessely were continually olimbing about
neightouring small rbok peaks and one day crossed the river dy
the Askole rope-bridge and ascended the slopes across the
valley. They returned almpst too full of news to speak.

They had seen K2 in the distance = %such a hig fellow® said
Pfannl 'thaﬁ the others scarcely reach his waist®: and with
fine enthusiasm explained to us that ihl W ridge was quite do-
able and had dut one difficulty, a Bergsochrund high up on the
mountain, Heanvhi}e-we had much to ococupy us in camps Iinstru=
mente to adjust, altitude tables to work out and packing to do.
All duplicates we intended to leave at the glacier foot, taking
vith us only necessaries and plenty of food.

A curious epidemic ran through our men while we were
halted at Askole which very closely resembled influenza. I
suppose we mus?t have brought it up with us from Srinagar. It

soon appeared to have run its course but reocrudesced later on
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in unoomfortable ciroumstances when we were on the glacier,

There are a great quantity of a speeies of blue roek
pigeons that live in the rock-fases near the village, which
afforded us some sport in the mornings and evenings and gave
us & change in our menmu from the eternal mutton and chiocken.
We had a rather unileasant incident with our 3 down-country
servantss the head-man came to us with 5 1lbs of sugar which he
sald was all that remained of our store. We had bought 80 1d
at Skardu, so that it was clear that mueh of it must have been
stolen. We denided however nof to fine them the value of the
sugar, as that would havs led to their'méking up the amount of
the fine in other ways, but to note a full account of the matter
and defer their punishment till we got back to Srinagar. Ihin
had the double advantage of giving them a chance of discounting
their thefts by really good behaviour and also of bringing &
written document into the biusiness = and & written thing is
every native'a terror.

The Baltis have remembered and tell one a lot about
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Conway's expedition to these parts 10 years ago. One man show-
ed us the frost bites he had got on his hand on that occasion.
Indecd the coolies seem, by their accounts, to have sufferod
rather severely from ocold and insufficient food arrangementss
one or teo di&d and many were badly frosthittea. It is not
surprising therefore to find that the natives did not form a
favourable impression of Conway at all.

We had 14 men whom we had cngaged for a month with
us at Askole to rmake the ascent of the glaciers they were the
pilcik of all the coolies we had employed from Skardu and were,
to a man, keon to come with us. The rest of the necessary
porterage we made up from Askole rieén. pesides these we had
two shikaris and 12 nauka-coolies i.e. men who carried a load
on a march and were servants 1h camp, helping in the cooking,
cleaning and cutting woods they had dbeen engaged in Srinagar
for the whole journey. Before we left we gave these month
men and our naukas a small feast oonsisting of 2 sheep and some
tea. They made a regular tamasha of it and thé rest of thq
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village joined in and sang far on inte the night.

As to the number of coolies obtainable in Askole, no
on® had any idea at all; for the simple reason that they could
not count so fari so we adopted the simple plan of telling
them all to come and counting ourselves. The whole caravan
when it did get started amounted to the large total of 230.
Once away from Askole there are no more villages and conse-
quently no foods 80 we had to face the problem of feeding all
these men as long a&s they were in our employ. Their normal
food is 1 seer (2 1b) of flour a day. The flour is ground
from barley, wheat and oats nixed and they ¢ook it into round
loaves which they usuglly eat partly at midday and partly 3in
the evening. They rarely eat meat. In addition to the flour
we had bought at Shigar, we got large amounts at Askole ﬁhora
stores from all the valley had been collected against our
arrival. Besides flour we took a quantity of ghi (melted and
clarifisd butter), and a herd of 138 sheep and 15 milk-goats.

8o on Thursday June 15th we started for the glacier.
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All the officials from neighbouring villages had come to be
paid for their flour and one of thex proved to be an old friend
of Bokenatein's whom he had known when he was out with Conway
10 years ago. Two hours walking along the bare valley brings
one to the snout of the Biafe glacier. Crossing this we got
our first experience of the interminable moraines we were to
meet on the Baltoroa for the long glaciers of the Hindu Kush
are nmostly at a gentle angle and covered for the greater part
of their length with moralilne wvhich affords the worst of walking.
The sheep and gjoats however proved trained mountalneers for
they went splendidly. The glacier once past an hour along the
valley floor brings one to the first stage Kbrop&ton: the
position of which is marked by a colossal boulder round and
under which we pitched our camp.

Prom here the ordinary route runs aaqs miles up the
side valley of Pummah till a rope-bridge is resached by which
to cross Punmah torrent (vide map); now it occurred to us that
as it was still early in the season the torrent might be ford-
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able and that thus we might save a long detour. On suggesting
this to tﬁe coolies they very sensibly proposed sending on four
of their number to the fording-place the same evening to meet
us as woe started the next morning and report. Next morning
they returned to say that it would go, as at day-break the
vater was ascarcely more than knee-~desp. When we got there,
after an hour's ialk ovsr a goodish traeck with: here and there
a rock scramble in it, the water came abbut half-way up one's
thigh: it was of course ice=-cold and swift but 4id not pre-
sent muoch difficulty.

The sheep and goats were carried over on coolies
backs - a comical sight. When half of them were omer the
other half started bleating, so the first half made a dash to
rejoin them. Luokily they were headed before they got to the
deep arm of the river or they must have infallibly been carried
AvaAY . From the ford to our halting place was & tedious march
along the valloy-~ sometimes on the alluvial oliffs abovo;
sometimes on the river bed of loose stones and sénd, sonet imes



on shifting slopes - all bad walking. Rventually we reached
Bardumal, a nane given to a large overhanging roek oclose to a
good sepring of water. Here we found the luggage we had sent
on stored. Now however some of our men caﬁa to tell us that

& long march further on there wag a good supply of wood quite
near to the glacier end, so we recolved to move lock, stogk and
barrel on in order to have our reserve base as cloge to the
mountain as jpossible.

Their report proved to be quite true and the next
afternoon saw us installed at Paiyu within 40 minutes of the
glacier ond in a welle-sheltered place. There vwere several
willows under which we pitched our cﬁmp and rizht up the hill-
eide grew a little jungle of woody bushes - chiefly £erebinths -
enougzh wood to last us for months. | On the way in the morning
we got out first view of the Baltore and some of the psaks on
its the tinegt and hizhest which we could see appeared to he
the Mustagh Tower which by & rough elevation I took on a ¢lino-

metor was about 23,000 ft. There 1s a lot of game in these
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partss I saw the slot marks of ibex on the valley sand and we
gee many herds of them on the hillside. Pfannl got within a
hundred rards of three sharpu.

We had a long talk in the evening to our natives and
incidentally discovered the nams which the natives oall K2
nanely Chogo-Ri. It neans *the Giant Mountain' and I think
the name® should be retained, as a native name is always far
nore desirable than one cilled after soms surveyor or expierer.

The next day we had to take rather a serious step -
discharge our three sefvants anﬁ send them back, Not content
with stesling our sugar before Askols they had refused to he
warned and had ocontinued to take cocca and tea and finally_told
us that two of our fowls had *died' on the roads no doubt they
did. They had also given trouble by attempting to cheat and
rob the inhabitants we dealt with. As it was obvious they
were untrustworthy to leave behind in a base-camp such a$ this,
we formed a solemn court of justice, enumerated their orimes,
paid them up to date and told them to uve sonp homewards, send-
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ing before them a letter to the Tahsildar of Skardu and the
Lumbadar of Askole to prevent them causing trouble en route.
Therc was quite a touch of humour in the prooceeding when the
second man tried to extract one rupee from a little Balti boy
who we had engaged to help in the cooking department for an
0ld ccat which he had given him. Crowley told the boy te
return the coat and then told the man to take.the coat he wore
(vhich was ours, as vé had given all our servants warm clothes

for thy fourney) and give it to the boy. This piece of orien=-
tal justioce uppealed to everyone - especially the Balti.}k

Before étarting,up the glacier I should like to ex-
plain the ofganiza@ion which we decided upon in order t: get
such a large body'of men up such a long way ftam food without
in any way starving them and with a view to making their night
quarters as oomfortable as possible,

It was obvious that we c¢ould not get 200 coolies up

in one batch, as (1) 1f the food ran short there would be no

means of getting more (2) many of the side valleys where we
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found shelter at night would give good accomodation for 60 but
not for 200. 80 wo decided to break the expedition up into
three parties. Pirsetly Crowley with one of the shikaris and
33 coolies to find a way and settle on a point for ths highest
camp. Secondly Pfannl and Wessely with some 60 coolies.
Thirdly Dr.Guillarmod and myself with another lot of coolies.
Rckenstein was neanwhile to stay below at the base camp with a
certain number of picked mem. BRBach party took with them food
for eight or nine days and as this got eaten, so did the food
carrving coolies beccme free. These were them sent back to
the iaac with notes to Xokenstein, telling him our position,
track, and the amount of food that each party had. He kept a
constant record of the amount of food each party had, and how
many men remained in sach party. Wheh necessary he despatohed
- (pt
a of picked men carryving light loads (30 1lb) of fleur to
catch up any party which he knew required food. The men who
had returned empty to him he either employved to go down to

Askole and bring up more food or else paid off altogether. On
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one acoasion the chain of organization very nsarly broke
through the Askole lumbadars failing to despatch promised food
to EBokenstein. This loeft him with a lot of men in his camp
and only iwo days supply for them and none to send on up the
glacier. He had to resort to energstic mesasures and send down
picked men to do forced marches. These, with the great wile
lingness which forrmed such a characteristioc of the Balti natives
ve nmet did five marches in one day and saved the situation,
Otherwise I think I may say that the systam worked perfectly
and that everyman had his full allowanoe of food every day.
Purther we made the coolies build wall shelters of stones at
ever;’ st;gp where the rock was not suffioient protection with

the result that sa d4id not have a single case of frost-

bite during the shole time - or indeed any illness or accident.
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Chapter III.

L o X 3 [ I 1 Y X K R _¥ ¥ J R _¥ ¥ ¥ L Y 3

Ascent of Ialtoro Glacler.

Crovwley started with his party from our base at
Paiyu on June 9th and the two Austrians on the 10th so that
#hen Dr.Guillarmod and I went off early on the llth we already
had received reports of the way for two stages ahead. Ve gbt
off early with a total oar&vaﬁ of 58 after‘many salaams nnd
handehakes from those remaining below.

After forty minutes along the valley we got to the
slaclier which was everywhere nioraine covered and ascending a
steep scree shoot found ourselves on ihe zlasier at eight
o*clocks The :oing was not at all had as the moraine was
tightly packed and thick and so afforded firm footiung. Our
way lay obliquely across to the true left bank. Once on the

glacier it began to rain and later to sleet and snow tho' we
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Tie surface of the glacier as far as eye can reach is
like & cerles of waves thrown up dy a boiling rapid - the crests
stand often 300 feet ahove the troughs and the morains ocovers
it 41l -« no ioce to be seen, The mountains which were yestore
day hidden now were clear - great steep walls ¢f rook, seamed
with chimners and oaves, with castellated and often pillar-
shapod surmits. VWe soon followed anc caught up the coolies,
continuing in the rarvine between glacier and mountain side till
we -cmo to the junetion of the first side~glacier with the nain

[}
ONnGe At this point a litile lake was formed which forced cut

A
on to the glacier to get round it, cutting a few steps in the
ice for the following ooolies. A little further was our staze
Khobutse - a fine sheltersd place for the coolies, but with
little or no fusl. In the afternoen the first dak of food for
Crowley arrived having done two stages to-d4ay. Bekenstelin was

thoughtful enough to send ur some fresh meat for us as well,

A we go along I keep asking the natives naméa of
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the valleys, peaks, etc, Trose thet they all a:.ree abott
are at variance with the names Conway givee in hLis map, end
indeed the riore I aee of the country the less I think of thig_
map whicli is Intended to represent it. The inacocuracies are
greats far grgater indwed than those in the Indian Survey

map which 1t aspirea to improve uions A doliling pointv.deter-
minaiion gave 13,800 ft. Pfannl'’s report came so late that I
kept the messenger and gave him food for the night, sending
him on the naxt day.

June i3th. The Doctor and I were ready at 6.40 but
as8 it wa, a sharp morning the coolins were not unnaturally
reluctant to leave their fires and so it was after 7 before
w8 ot 3cinge %8 soon ot to another side glacier joining
tre main one = & pleasant change for it was clean ice without
moraine. A little further on we got our firuvt view 01" the
glants - Gusherbrum 26,000 £t towering up majiestically at the

end of tre glacier. Its neighbour Broad Peak was also visible
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but the long ridge of the latter is not 80 impressive at &
distance as the cone-shaped Guslerbrum with its maze of aretes
running down from ths summit. Aftor crossing a shoot fill of
ice and snow avalanche debris we got to the stage daulled
Rdokass. It i a large stretch of hillside covered with
luxuriant grass with.muéh good ocrushwood growing sveryvhere
and a good gtream flowin: down from the snow above. This
being he last place at which se knes there was a sufficiency
of fuel, my firet oare on arrival was to se6s that the food G;E
for-crovloy which had acocompanied me so far to-day converted
all its aﬁock of flour into bhakod loavas. This they did
quickly and resumed thoir march in the afternoon hoping to
cateh Crfwley to-morrows Then I issued rationa to ny own memn
for eight days telling them also to baka it hars, The height
of the place worked out at ahout 13,900 £+, I found a fine
nair of ibax horns heres, belon;ing no doubt to soms luckleis
animal whioh had fallan from the rcocks abhove. Tha nessages
from the others did not arrive till lates Crowley is uncertain

- 54 =



of his position, as Conway’s map does not agree with whas he
has pussed, and says that the shelter is bhad and fuel nil at¢
the next two camps.

Juns l4th, There was a sharp snow storn as vwe
started this noming and durin: the whole day it never was
really clear, the' we did not gut very riuch wet on the march.
We now left the south bank of the zlacier and travaraod.it'in
a north=easterly diroction to the rizht bank. The going vas
very bat as the glacier preserves its characster of a solidified
ground=swell and the moraine coverin: seans t0 ho freely move=-
able in ever; direction when one walis on 1it. Here and there
one comes Across a streak of clean ice which 1s undoubtedly a
bit of a side glacier which has become incorpornted. The
joctor'has a wvery pretty method of differentiating between the
ice whjch‘belonga to the ﬁain Slasier and that wvhich comes from
a ghort slde ono. It aprears that all laciesr ice 1z granu-
lated and that the farthor ice has travelied the bigger are

the granules. 8o one hucks off a piece of 1ce, puts it in the
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sun to melt the water out of the interstices and thenr daubs on

a little aniline colouring. At the end of the Baltoro the
granules were some® two inchos in diameter, whereas the side
glaciers rarely show anything bigger than an eigth of an inch.
Bverywhere on our track {(which we rarked with darge stone-men)
wore ioce-lakes, down the steep ice~walls of which thereo was a
Tfrequent canncnade of falling blocks. Two of these lakes Lad
been drﬁinod by some fissure and had left beautiful ice-grottoes
one nearly 100 ft high - supported by grand stalactitioc pillars
of 1ce: their walls leolked, in the ocoasional glimpses of sun
we got, like a great mosalc of peridots and aguamarines., The
stopping place was a bars stretch of aand between the lateral
moraine and a steep rock wall lying just east of the Pilﬁiﬁlu-
cier up which lies the uay to Younghusband's Mustagh pass to
Yarkand. As soon as the coolies arrived‘they rushed off in
search of wood. Nothing less likely than a stick on this roocky
face, vet somshow they accumulated two loads. I wrote my
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message for Bozenstein and was just about sending it off when
& man was seen approacshing. He turnsed out to bhe the ﬁrat
post-dak wallah carrying up our mails: we had arranged & sere
vios all the way from the last post=town Skardu. REokenstein
had oertainly plcked a magnificent goer, for the man Hazi had
left Paiyu the same morning at 5 o'cloock. ¥y mails were dated
*London May 9th®: so that mude 36 days for the journey from
London to halfeway up the Baltoro glaoier, which must he & good
recorde I sent zhe mail for the others on by another messen-
gor and tne original dake-wallah rotumed_ with one of my food
¢oolies whose lcad had been eaten. We then literally devoured
our letters which wem; I cannot sayy how welcone.

With the mail came news from Eokensteins he axpocts
another consignment of flour from Askole and will then move up
the base to Rdokass whicl: is eminently suitable for it. In
the evening it éleared up a bit and we got & glimpese of the
whole mass of Masherbrum 25,000 £t high of which guite 11,000
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ft are visible = a wonderful maze of hansing glacier and rock
ridge with a anow oapped rocky swmit.

June 15the To-day®’s stage to Gheré (14,661 ft) was
partly very good walking alon~ a sandr vallew betwaen mnraini
and hi}lsido until) we were forved out on to the slacier again.
The coolies go wonderfully on this kind of footing and do not
seon in the laerdt inconvenienced by a load of 50 lbss they wear
.,férm of roo§sear known as 'pabu’sf whioh 48 sim;ly a long
boot made of sheeﬁ'n skin with the wool sid~ turned inwvards.
A8 often as not however if the stones are warm theyr o baree-
foote. In the afternoon we had a sharn sleet storm after
which the clouds liftef and se had oncea rmore an uninterrupted
view of Masharbmm,. Later on I had most umiatakeafble symp-
toms of 'flue’ coming on and retired to my sleeping bag hoping
to be well enough to g0 on the next day as a day’s delay of
any party would have very much disorganized our arrangementse.

June 16th. I felt much better this morning, so, as

it was a beautiful clear day @ got o:f as usual at 7 o'clock.
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1 intended to go slowly to-day so asked Dr.0uillarmod not to
salt for nme. He unluckily, instead of immediately going out
on to the main glacier followed alonz the hillside and some
ten coolies followed him., When I hecame aware of this from
their shouts I had to go aorose and bring thenm back to the
better wiy; a prooeeding which involved ahout & score of steps
being cut in the ice. This small amount of work undermined
my reserve forces and I began to go gslower and worse, In
fact to cut a long story short, it took me :nore than seven
hours to finish the stase 150 Biange.

From thie I can lay down a sound rule for the use of
fanilies ~ and others =3 don't try a long lacier parao on your
second day of *flue® - it's a bad pame, even plaved slewly.
All day long we had magnificent views of Mesherbrum and Gush-
erbruas the latter is a ponderous pyrem;d of rook with the top
cut flat, powdered all over ite western face with snow so much
that only & rib or two of naked rock shows « it is the imper-

sonat.ion of stolidness and dignity. Passing the Younghusband
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glacier we had a fine view of the Mustagh Towers Conway's
deegcription of it is a good one: ®Away to the left .... rose an
*astonishin;: tower, Its base was buried in clouds and a cloude
*banner waved on one side of it, but the hulk was clear, and
*the right=hand outline waz a vertical oliff. We afterwards
*disocovered that it was equally vertiéal on the other side.
*"This peak <..e 13 one of the most extraordinary mountains for
*form wo anywhers hoheld.® But I cannot but think that Cone
way 1s mistaken in cowparing it as a rival in height to ¥e,

It seems nearer 23,000 £+ than 28,000 ft.

Hevs.fron Crowley in front is that he is on the
Godwin-Austen glacier wit:in a day of t-e base of K2 and is
looking around for a suitable sgpot for $.main canap. My food
question is getting a little urgent as the coolies stook is
'rather low and they 4o not seem inclined to go on without some
reserve. FHovever I explained %o them thro' their headman, who

is an excellent fellow and talks Hindustani pretty well, that



the S8ahib behind will send us up some rore befores all is eaten
and at the same time daspatohsd a nots to Ecksnstein asking
for more and that juickly. He shoiléd have arrived bag and
baggage at Rdokass Yy nowes Thoe height of this cawp 18 15,176
t.

June 17th, An excellent night left me once more fit
azaine Just before losving came a nauka;ooolio dorn from
Pfannl! and Wessely - they found him no use to them in commu-
nicating with the coolies. Thic di¢ not surprise me for, as
the nauka expiained to ne very velubly, he cculd not guess
treir orders and they could not talk Hindustani, To«laa"g '
narch sas a short one and not so bad going as ecme to Doksam
wrich is wery noar the function-point of the Gedwin-Aucsten
and Baltoro glaciers. ©On the way we passed a wonderful @111-
side neadow oarpeted wiith thick grass and a #ariet:.r of purple
prirmula with a strong sosnt reminding or}a of a carnation and a
B8L0GK, Als0 ewan atvthis heizht there ére quite a number of

birds - big ravens and an animal rather smaller than a thrush
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who has a peculiar song = like a man running his finger up the
R string of a violin and finishing orn the ¥ againe. The

chief new summit whicl became visible to-day is the not unaptly
named Mitres it is so to speak the Matterhorn of the distriot.
Yol very high (21,000 it to 22,000 f£t) but wmost wonderfﬁlly
shapeds looked a; in full face it presents a mitre-shaped
wall of rock of great stsepness, while in profile it is seen
to bs made of a wedge 8o LLin that it gives one an impression
\of icstebility abd at every gust of wind one unconssiously
expects it;to tqpplo-ovar. Our canp ﬁo-dny is 1iaced between
a hanging‘glaciér vhich keeps volleying siones on to its white
marble moraine and an ice-lake bordersd by tho high ice walls
of the Baltoro, . Crouwley's news came at 6.30s he is under the
rocks of K® and intandb pushing on to=morrow to make a ocamp on
*tlie pasa® on the 0ab§orn ridge of K. I sent dovn another
messenger this evening to Eckenstein about my coolies food
supply which bpgins to disquiet mee At the some time I tell
them that 1 qﬁ Bufo the food will arrive long beforé their's
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is gone.

June 18th. To-day's march bsin: a long one and

containing miuch snew we intended an early start. Just ae we
were off at 6 o'clock two men appeared from down glaciers they
wers the advanoe guard of a food dak for me which Rckenstein
had sent up ~ timed to a nicety. It wvas a great relief. At
the same time arrived our friend Hazi the record-hreakera he
came with notes from Eckenstein and had started from Paiyu on
June 17th at 4 a.m. apparently without stopping - a wonderful
performance. Wo spent a _Jo0od deal of time in rearranging the
loads, for I sent as many men of the food dak baock to Eoken-
stein as possible giving my own men a little more each to carry.
This they did not object to, seeing that it was food, Finally
ve got off, going, at the beginning, for a short way due south
across the glacier over a moraine of white marble. This only
took us soms ten minutes, but when Bckenstein crossed it later
took more thnﬁ an hour, as it was then covered with enow so
that it was impossible to iell where a firm footing could be
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obtained:s he had to try everr step with the roint of an axs
before prooeeding.

Then we turned eastward and soon roached an excellent
moraine which was really the medial one of the GodwineAusten
glaclier which flows down due south from Kz, and sweeps round a
right angle to join the Baltoro. This moraine we followed all
day, eventuall: camping fust west of it under the shelter of
the nountains on its right bank. ¥e had now got to snow,
and even tho' ou.r late start had made ua’tind it soft, it vﬁ
a great relief coming &8 it did after seven days of norsains
trottina; Th§ excitement of to-day was the fifst viow of K2,
As we got round the corner of rock which bounds the Godwin=-
Austen glacler on the west, so gradually did the monster Chogo-
Ri appear, until wvhen we got out to the junction, he was fully
revoaled.

Its size rather overwhelmed one at first and it took

me sometime before I could besin to taie in its detalls. The
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mountain is a fairly syrmetrical pyrramid with a very slipghtly
flattened surmit, rid;es descendin; east and wvest. The south-
ern face is an inextricable mase of rock with no well-defined
ridges but rather a series of broken aretes heginning and end-
ing nowhere. On the higher parts snow is lodged wherever 1t
is not too steeps down below are a series of hanging glaclers
which blend off into the Godwin-Austen. The western ridge does
not look promising as it is bare roock all the way and tho' not
very oteep ta.en altogether, yet contains many stesp pitches.
The eastern arete was 10t wholly c¢lear to-day and we cvould not
judge much of its c¢limbing difficulties.

Wher. ¥é could spare a noment from our ocntemplation
of the obiect of our desires - Chogo-Ri - and turn to the rest
of the psnorama which wacs unfolded, we saw & colle:tion of
giants to which I suppoe& it would be hard to find equals.

The vista of the Baltoro end opened up, getting more and more
freo from moraine till it terninated in Conway's Golden Throne

(another good name Ly the way). The mountain is entirely of
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snoy and ice with no vastige of rock appearinge. Along one
side there is a fine ioce-fall, but excepting these seracs
there is not a hard lines all soft curves and slopes. It
reninded one very much of Honte Rosa with all the aretes filed
round,

A little further east, the top of Hidden Peak peersd
over its lgaaer neighbours, but tho® the mountain is the second
higzhest in the neighbourhood (26,400 £t} its outline is net
particularly characteristic. ®ast again were Gusherbrum and
Broad Poak'towgring rigsht over our heads with the glistervot
fresh snow on their rocks. Westvards a long view down the
glacier we had ascended, with the thin wedge of Hitre in the
forsground and two un-named twin peaks Just behind.

Our camp was an unsheltered one and was the first at .
shich we had to pitch the tent actually on the lces: the coolies
built good stone-walls f#r thenselves against the rock and vere
quite snug. Height 16?5?9 ft.

I had news from Crowley that he has pitched the maln-
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camp and sent his coolies down. Pfannl and Wessely will reach
him.to-morrott\thoy thought I was shorter of food than aotually
the case and dohsiderately left a large bag of baked flour for
ny men here.

June 19the Last night was our coldest so far =10°C

(16°®) and it was not far above the minirmm when we started
this morning. We thought of going two marches to-day to
rejoin the others at the big csmp but there was some slight
illness among our coolies so that delays ensued and by the time
we had finlished the first march the snow had a_ready become
very soft. So I decided that the caravan should halt and go
on the next day. On the way we had for & short time an un-
clouded view of K?. The eastern arete iookn far more inviting
than the westerms: it is less steep, less rocky and seems to
have snow=slopes behind it, as indeed we had expected from the
distant photographs we had secn before we started. On the
way to-day the Bride Peak rose on our southorn,horiaonzf a
long snow and ioce ridge 25,000 £t high and resembling rather a
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npagnifiod Lyskaxyn. The vway to-day was more interesting than
it has been. The main édireotion was due north towards the
Peak of Chogo-Ri with hers and there a detour to avoid an ice=
fall and one orossing through some oasy seraos which descendod
from the eastern brandh of the Goduin—&uston glacier, The
coolies show no dislikXe to ice and are perfectly willing te
go unroped &wong orevasses or seracs provided one of us leads
thems some of then were, as I before mentioned, slightly 1ll
to-day, their illness taking tre form of a bad headache. One
cannot tell whether {his is real mountain sickness from alti-
tude (the height of our Camp IX was 17,382 ft)} or whether i$ is
Qua to their food. For they are acoustomed to eat the un-
leavened bread fresh anc what they now have is six days old.
To-day's camp was under one of the rock-ribs that
descend from the southern face of Chego-Ri and afforded with a
little assistanocs excellent shelter for the coolies. Soon
after our arrival came a band of coolies from Pfannl and

Wessely; they have been sent down after leaving the luggage
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at the main Cary; X where half our party is now assembled.

Later I gave out to the headmen f064 for the homeward
journey of my meng ther will leave it here and pick it up on
the return to;norrov after leaving us aloft.

June 20th. Our men wanted to do at least two stages
on their homeward may to-day, so we got off at $5.40. After
traversing a fairly lewvel snowfield, ze crossed some seracs
and finally ascended a very crevassed sncw and ice slope to
the flat col on whick the camp wae placed. Soon after start-
ing it had begun to snow and continued to do so pretiy con=
tinuvously during the march. The coolios were irmediately
sent bhack and we tricd somewhat unsuccessfully be it said - to
make ourselves comfortable. The tent had been put up hastily
and facsd the wrong way, so the wind drove fine snow in every-
where which soon mads our velises wet and cold. 1Yeals, too,
were not easy to get as the cooking things were in Crowley's

tent and crossing there meant getting wet. Rventually howe

\
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ever wo got falirly snug befores turning in for the night. The
other three had a good journey up here and are in the best of

hualthe.
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Chapter IV,

D i WD iy GHADAS TR U A w 4 o ab S0 WD

Camps 1X & X.
{18,500 & 20,000 feot).

June 2ist. Last night we had a minirmm of «15°C
{5*F) and this morning things were not much improved. It was
$till snowing hard and olouded to below our level, so there
was nct rmuct to be done but to keep a& warm as possible in
one's sleeping bag and sally forth for food in the lulls of
the stom. Large avalanches thundered down all day. A
moessenger braved the elements and arrived at the camps he
brought a note,from Eckenstein wshich gave us little nevs save
that one message donn had gone astray.

June 22nd, This morning there was a gleam of
sunshine, in which we all promptly tried to dry our wet things.
The weather did not, however, let us do muchg as it soon

clouded over. I+ did not, however, start snosing before we
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got ur another tent as a cooking tqnt in a place adjacent

to our two pcols. Thesse are holes we have made in the ico
and lined with tins, g0 that we get a little water when the
sun 1s shining without having to melt all of it from snow.
To-day, I'm sorry tc say, I relapsed into another attack of
the flue, or something 01058ly resembling it, and retired to
my sleeping bag, to remain there the rest of the night and day.

June 23rd. At last a fine day this morning, shich

cheered sveryone up a lot after all this cold and wet. Last
night was. azain oold { -15°C.), but there was a good sun early,
and we had our things out to dry in it. Another message from
Bckenstein fron Rdokass, he hopes to start up here to-day, and
I expect he will take three days over the journey, as he is
going by forced mardhen. I am a good deal better to-day, but
by no moané brilliant. Crowley maintains this has nothing to

do with the reduced atmospherie pressure (whioh at this height,

18,600 ft, is about 155 inches of nercury)e. This, I have no



doubt i5 true, as a good dose of flue, under these conditions
of heat and cold, is erough to make an ordinary person pant a
bit after an} exertion. But all the others (except Croiloy)
say that they can distinotly feel a ditticulty in breathing,
whioch retards their pace conside-ably in walking, and makes
them pant very hard if they make any axortioh.

Juns 24th. Last night, just as we had tﬁrned in,
a violent wind sprang up (apparently from the N.E.) and kept
going all night. We had not fixed up our tent particularly
tight, as sriow loocked possible, and in that case one has to
have the ropes lodse. Result, the tents flapped about and
made a riendigh.noiso which made sleep rather impossible, The
woeather was pretty well unchanged this morning, the strong wind
whisking the snow everyshere. To-day there is t;o uch gone
eral cloudiness to let the sun through, but when it ahiﬁeu
clearly like yostgrday one gets ourlovs temperature effects,

®.8+, W6 were eating our dinner at about 6.30 p.m. ouiside,
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vith the thermometer in the sun at 39°C. (102°F) when the sun
dropped behind a ridge of K@.. and 1t wss promptly -2°, and
-5® before «We could get into bed. During the night 1t was

=140, i have not yet tried to describe the conformation of
this piece of mountain chain, of wvhich the glaciers take the
form of a T , the nmain stem being the Godwen-Austen glacier
running nearly due north and south (the soutliern extremity
ending in the Baltoro). At the north of the stam]jogn the
two side glaciers, both rather steep and crevassed, and both
going a bit B. of B, a'd . The whole space north of these
glaciers is filled by tiie mass of K2, We are on the true left
hand {(eastern glacier), high above its junction with the Godsen-
Austen dowr helow. Just opposite to us is a rind of pseudo
arete of Kz - it does not continue to the summit, but runs B.S.¥
here from the point where 1t branches off from the true XN.XK.

arete, wvhich extends rizht along the wvalley. It shows us an

ioe=-slope of nearly 6,000 feet before it becomes interspersed

A}
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with rocks, and finally forme a ridge, frcm which depends &
hanging glacier. Further up our valley the glacier rises and
is nuch crevassed. The end of the valley is rounded in by the
N.EB. arate of K?. Joining the mountains which run along the
eout of the wvalley - making a high pass. On each sido'or us.
and high above, are fantastle glaciers hanging in orags of 10e;
but the valley 1s broad {ahout one~and-a~half milos here), so
the frequent srov and ioe avalanches are all far from us -
our tents beinc pitéhfd on the ice in tke middle of the glacier,
This evening the wind went down, and things looked a bit clearer
promising for to-morreow, when we hope to see Ewkenstoin again.
June 25th, Practically no improvement gll day =
snowing persistently ~ olouds occaaionilly risirg a few hune-
dred feet ahbove us, but genera lyv well domm. In the evening a
gleam of sunshine befors turring in, juct to acoentuate the
frost. Not unnaturally, no sig: of Bekerstein tc-day.

S8pent the whole day (when not sleeping) in plaring clese with



the Doctor, alsc innumerahls patiences ani raading - our
l1idbrary consists of Shakespeare, Omar Khavam, and Browninge.
The second naned seems particularly emusing when he tells one
g0 “oui loud® what & fool one is to bve tresain; in a continue
ous snowstorm on a glacier on tinnod foed, when there are rose=-
gardens and rivers, and things down below which are far nicere
Pfann) was a bit 11l to-dey e¢ith indigestion - a
complaint it's very hard %o suard against with such a hopeless
revolution in one’s ¢iet. T3 chief trouble is Lo get any=
thing ocookad at all, as the gater boils at 82°C. 1180'391 here,
and so one has Lo continue cocking & long time. One excellent
thing we have 1s cellad a self-cooking apparatus, and consists
of a long cylinder, lincd with very géod non-ccnduotina'matafial
with four cooking-pots in it. If one gets the contents of
these real hot and puts thei: in the apparatus over night, they

are still hot in the morning and have gona on coocking appre=-

clablye.
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June 26th, A guiet night, but this morning the
usual heavy downpour of fine snow still oontinuing; The
pightly minimua temperature 1e very uniform - since we've
been here itds alwars been between -12°C, and <15*C. (21° and
27° below freezing point, Farenheit). Avalanches from the
mountains have been alnost unceasing.this norning, so thefo
must have Leen a hoaiy fall in the night aiso. These téntl
are pretty snug, but have developud some unsomfortable defects,
e.8., the wuilght ani warnth of one's body apparently melts
gnow through the pores of thé flooring, €0 just Ly my head
{which happens to b the lowest portiom of tﬁe tent) there is
a little lake of abtout half an ineh of ice. Another mean
habit these tents {and any others, of course) have, is to snow
insides they get wall below sero in the night, and then the
moiatura cne broeathes out frte;es. and descends as BSnoWe. thg
day passed ag usual, with chess, reading, etc. In the evening

it looksd beitere



June 27th, We awoke this morning at about 7.30 to

hear that Bockenstein and his caravan were visible right down the
glacier, and Pfannl went off on ski to meet him. The day was
sunny and fine -~ at last? The party arrived here at nine
o'clook, Bckenstein, the old shikari, a naukar, and the coolies.
He brought with him several loads of wood, vhich will be e&x-
cellent if the laaps give out. Rckenstein was rather done up,
having had a very unenviable journey up = he startod'June 24th;
and did two astages every day for three days, and one stage tof
day; all the time in filthy snowy weather. we aro all zlaﬁ
to be togethsr againe. The tood supply got to a great deal
nearer pinch than se up above knew and, in fact, food only
reached me when it did by men doirg six marches in one day.

It has kept glorious and fine, and ws are getting all our things
dry in the sune. At the same time the fresh snow is melting
fast, and w#: have seen tremendous avalanches falling from the

mountains all the norninge. The glacier, toc, is waking up,

- 78 =



and all the snow bdbridges are falling into the crevasses. One
specially fine avalunchs Irom Kz, when it reacheﬁ the valley,
vas goling with such momentum that it carried a part of itself,
and a snow=cloud some 100 feet thick, right across the valley
to the other side. Eckenstein was thoughtful enough to bring
up with hin & finy atore of fresh meat and dbread, wrich wve
appreciate no end. Evon sixtecn dayas on tirns has got the tin
taste into everybody's mouth 8o tnat evervthing seems to be th
samce We have an wxcellent larcer - all the meat has been
tied on to & rope and let down into a crevasse.

Juna 28the This morning Bckenstein was down with

flue - a pretty severe sttask. However, as the weather was
fine, and something; had to te decided on, we held a durdbar in
his tent, and resaclwved that a party of ihree should start with
a Muzmery teni and Tive day‘’s food to attack ths mountain
straight up from this side. The suvlectlion of the three was

not an euasy task, tThe Dootor, gus doctor, ¥as unanimously

- 70 =



decided upon, and subsequenily Crowley and Pfannl. THis is, )
uncoubtedly , the strongest party we could send, with Boken-
stein cut of oconsideration. Unfortunately, at this point
Wessely made usowe remarks at his non-inclusion which I can only
gesoribe & peing as unreasonable as they were unnportsnanliko.
0f course, everyone of us wanted to go in the.first party,"
ut a Mummery tent holds thres, and we are six) The rest of
the day was occupied in packing up the food ¥ilts for the party,
and in devising fastenings to fix it securely on to a pair of
akl 80 as to make é self-contained sledge. The idea is to
pull this sledge up tre ice=s op® t0 & patch of level looking
rocks sone 4,000-5,000 feet above here; there to make a camp

for the night, and try and roadh the summit the next day.

sune 29th. The original idea was that tre party

shoulé start this morning at six o‘'cloock, with Wessely and
nyself also sccompanying (anyhow, part of the way) and also

two or three coolies to help with the haulage - we¢ have, up



here, five coolies, the elder ghikari and a nauvkar, they all
live in seven-faset aquare Wnyipper tent - but the weathor in the
night interfered. It blew hard from the N.R, al) night, with
& lot more snovw. When “e got up the wind vas still a gnle,
and though it was clear abowe, yet down here the snow was
being whisked about in whips. Thinking this was only temper-
ary, v9 got our toots on snd went to the kitcﬁun tent to oodk
gomething varm before starting < the kitchen tent had been
blown dowm in the nisght and was, of course, choek full ol snow.
This was soon re-erected, and with nardonable profanity we dug
for, discovered, and eventually lighted, & paraffin stove,
over which we go! some cocoa hot. After i1his, on inspecting
the weather, we found it worse than aéer, g0 the start was
defihitely postponed till toe-mcrrow. I had had a wretched
night, as in addition to th: wind and snow (which finds its
way in somehow) m walise and sleeping-hag were very vyet, 80
that I was, not unnaturally, cold tnis nn?ring. Apout this
time I found my feet freezing solid, and they were only saved_
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from froct-bite by twenty nminutos® hard work on the part of
the Dootor. The others then went out on ski sone way up the
valley and returnsd late, saying that on the ¥.B. side of the
mountain wasva grentle snow slope, up which g_nuoh sasier route
lays the only question le’t being how to get on Lo the snow
slope. The ¥.K. ridge rreaxs suddenly at a point about two
to thiree hours further up the valley. There 18 a deep cleft
and ther, in continuation of the main direction, 13 a high
(25,000 feot, about) roer mountain. Bo the ways which seened
probable for getting o- to the snow slope nehind the arete
weres (1) into the cleft (#hich runs N.W, and 8.R.) and from
there up a steep slops on to a col ﬂﬁiuh had been seen from
far off; or, {2) up tha N.H. arote itselr_from the cornar of
the cleft where a spur descends to the valley.

June 30th, This morning, Pfannl, Wessely and the
Doctor went ofi to make a reconnaissance of the new route.on

ski, Crowley had gone out yssterday, without black glasses, on
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the enow, and so his oyes were in a very bad way this morning
and he had tc sta; 2t home. Y was alsc somewhat fluey, so
Rokonetein, Orowle; and ¥ did nothing. Weesely, for 5oma.
reason heeg! lmorn to himuelf, instcad.of sgoing with the cther
t#0, to recommoitre, went right up the valley to the swmit
00}, some four or five hours from here. The Docllir and Pfannl
w§nt rizht up into the'olett, but the dista..ce and heat was too
zreat to A_low them to et u: the col and sec definitely if it
connected with the snow-clopz orn the other gide; 80 they
returned without kaving .ettled the_point in questione In

the evening we saw £ha most oolnzsal'avalanohe w8 have vet
seen. As 1t started, it lookod as if the whole movntain side
to & considerable tniclnees were falling, and the snow clouds
from it blotied out that side of the valley. Fyr and by the
vind bfought the sprar over tc us and it coated out tents

thick - like a4 hexvy snow storm. T+ %98 deeides thia evening

that as Lhe reccnnaissancs of the positions N. of ‘the NeBe



arete was so important, Pfannl and Wessely should take a tent
and food up, and sleep 4t tho enirance Lo the oclefi to-morrow,
and thoroughly explore the fallowing day.

July lat. This morning Pfannl and vWeesely got off
fairly early with their goods on sledges made of ski, which
senabled them t0 do with many 1036»0001105. We are now waliting
for news from them of their reconnalssance. To-day 1a'myl
birthday, and I spsnt i: in perfect laziness, playing chess
pretty nearly all the day long, bcaidee_writing a fow lettera;
In the evening we had a little tamasha, our special menu {Crow-
ley and the Dootor deing oﬁefu) was clear soup and fried sauf
sages, followed by various bisouits, and also a ﬁottle of
whiskey which was opened for the ocSasion. »In the evening
thero’qu another tremendous avalanche to windward of us, but
as the sun was still powerful, there was a curious effects the
snow o0loud bearing down on us melted as it owme through the
air, and évantually disappearod before it reached us. We also
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gsan a great shadow effeot rrunixz, the ah@ﬁow of the mountainm,
right up to the sumilt, baing thrown on the olovds and
being nagnifiocsd in the process, eo trhat t:e shadow mountain

se saw war of colossal dironsicns,

July 2nd. .Ancther lazy day, a. we caﬁld not pre=-
pare to atarti and follow Pfannl and Wessely till we had newvs
from vhen to say that vhere they arc leads definitsaly to the
batter way up. Cousaynencos mo:"c lasge andchuas,.two-handed
ad four-handed ir 311 comblinations. I forgct to rentlon
st yesierday arrived a Tood dak with a maund !80 1lb.} of
food for the coolias we kasp lhere, In tre evening the weather
oL a bit bad aid. it sﬁafted t0 8707,

M . A boisterous, windy night with a heavy
snowfail, so we 4ll not bother to (et u§ ti1ll just before |
'élavan. whon the reports from Pfannl and Wessely arrived.
Triese ware vaery lons,'and stated that thev had gone to the col

in tre oleft, vut thut tnere was nc war for us, as there vas &



long bit of diffiocult ice and rock olimbing whioch it would be
impossible to get esvolies up (our Wtion being, if possible,
to get a camp on the snowfield itself - 22,000 or 23,000 feot).
Pfann) had reached 20,700 feet, and both of them had been,
apparently rather dons up. %They are taking a day's rest to-
day, and are gqing to reeonnoitre t.h;ls ar_et.a way to-morrovw.
They made a suggestion that after this reconnaissance we should
abandon K2, for the moment and olimb the rock-faced mountain
¥.B. of the cleft. This they santed because (1) there is a
de-fin:lt.e easy way up this mountain - & snow ridge of gra&l
mgio leading from the ool at the head of this valley; (2)

it would at the samne time break all existing height records;
(3) wve should get a good idea of the north-sast sides of kz.
Hos-ov;t.. the other four of us definitely refuse to al:mnclnyn»x'a
till we have tried it and failed. They also tell us that camp

XI is much more sheltered than here, and is about 19,800 feet.

The reconnaissance: to-norrow being of such vast importance to
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us, it was thought that the more on it the bvetter, and Crowley
propared to start off this afternoon to join Pfann) and Wessely.
Bckenstein and I packed him a sledge of a food unit (12 men
days}), bdut before we got to attaching tp§ tent and valise the
veather, shich had looked doubtful all day, gave out, and it
began to snow heavily, so Crosley's start sas postponed till
to-morrov.

July 4th. An abominable night, tearing 8.¥. gale
with snowstorm all the tims, It is impossible to prevent vsnol
coming inmto tho tent, and o I did not slecp mush. The

blizsard oontmi;ea all day, so Crowley did not start. Still,
Pfannl and Wesssly had to be relieved, having wery little food.
fvo coolies and a naukar took up a kilta load of food for them
in spite of the weather, The other four of us cvllected in
our tent and tried to keep warm - playing chess, smoking and
ocursing the weather all day.

July 5the Higﬁht. if possidble, wors§ than yestere
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days more wind and snow and increased vioclence. The coolies
wvho had gone up to Pfannl and Wessely yesterdsy returned this
norning after having had rathsr a pofr time. Pfannl and
Wessely are, however, all right. Rokenstein's tent was banked
up te nearly half its height with snow thie morning, and we
had & cheerful tims clearing it away. Also, last night was
the coldest we have had, as water bottlesa frose hard under our
pillows. !his zorning our mails arrived (May 30th from Lon~-
don)s it really 1is a very plucky thing of our dak-wallahs to
have 'come through here in the moxpﬁaaibly- vile weather we
ha.ve had. We are at present engaged in devouring thé-:lr oon=-
tents. The weather remained unchanged - ga.iea and snow, snow
and gales all day. But now we had our mails to read and
answer, and also ; coupls of magazines to read, which a fellow=-
pa.ssimaer on the way out had been thoughtful enougl'; to send us
upe 8o the chessboard had a rost.

July 6th. Last night was a very windy and slsep-

|
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less night, and this morning the wind had grown so strong that
one was a little doubtful whether the tents would stand it.

The twe dak-wallahs went off with our returning mail - they

are fine speocimens, The reason they went ﬁo-dny in spite of
the weather, was - our old snikari told us ~ that they were more
than the right number in the tent.l !hg right numboer was eight'
- the tent is seven fest square?! The day passed as usual, i.e.
the four of us ocollected in the tent of the Dector and myself,
and we read, amoked, chnsseﬁ, etoc., all daye The Doctér has
really been exoeedingly gboé through all this bad weather in
cooking, and it's no joy to go out into a_vioient srniowstorm

and cooke In the evening the wind dropped and it only snowed
lightly, and generally looked better.

J

e ]

Tt At last & pukka fine day - no wind, neo
clouds and plenty of sun. I find on looking back in my diary
that the last complete fine day cocurred on June 27th - ten

dave age. 8o we lost no time this morning in getiing out our
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aocuriulation of soaked things (of course all frosen stiff) to
dry in the sun. .It‘had Lbeen arranged that ghould finq woather
come Crowley should go off immediately to Camp XX (where are
Pfannl and Wessely) with a good slodgnola-‘?a!“yr!via1onl.
However, after Bokenstein had c¢alled hinm this morning he Qas
disocovered to be unwell, 80 did not start. Instead, two
cooclies went with a kilta of fo$d for them. Then came & great
work of scraping away some of the drifted snow from the kiltaa -
they were entirely covercd up of course. Then they were
opened to get some of the snow, which had drifted in, evapor-
ated out; in the afternoon we changed tents - the Dooctor weant
into Crowley's and I into Bckeﬁstain's (both of tham had had
tents to themselves}. !h1n §hre‘ﬁs-an empty tent, whioh we
struck in readiness for to=-morrow when Crowley ana the Doctor
go off to Jo;n Prnnn;_and Wesgely ai éamp XI. ﬁbkanatein and
I stay behind tb pack up anyt::ing we may want at the next'oaqp‘

on to ski sledges, so that the coolies can pull them up to us
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without neocessitating one of us going down. After dinner we
aaw a nost extraordinary effeot on the eastern side of Broad
Peak. Just in front of this oamp 18 & fine series of ice--
oliffs, and above thnao.~ a long way behind and higher - is %o
be seen another series on the summit ridge. All our valley
was in shadow, but the sﬁn jugt caught the higher oliffs qn‘
produced this wonderful sizht. !hey were all golden and
apreared to be at an altogether prodigious height ('a;milliun
feet 1if you like’. as Bokensfelin said) and seeminsly floating

in the air.

July 8th. A grand, stil) night last night, so though

the thermometsr stood at somewhers about -20°C., we had all of
us & gooed sleep. %o broﬁght out Instras with us to burn in
our sleeping bags at night, but unfortunately they arpmmuntain-
sick at this hesight, i.e. there is not enough oxygen in the

air to keep the oharooalé alight in the 1nstra~caset.- How=~

sver, Bokenstein has discovered a.grand arrangenent which is
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nearly as good. We put three of the charcoals in a Huntley
aﬁd Palner's biscuilt box, where they hare more air, and then,
wvhen that gets real hot put it inside. Crowsley and the Doo=- |
, e ' )
tor were up, ¢otting {pdy, pretty early thls morming, and were
off with thelr sledge at ahbout 6.30. Theyr were very lucky
in their day as thérs was no wind and the snow was good and
firm, Further, there was just enoug: cloud to prevent the
sun softening the snow before they arrive. We received chits
from Crowley aﬁd the Doctor later than we expected {with their
returning coolies). They had not had a wery good time gatting
up, a8 the sledge had not gone weli, and had fallen once
bodily into a Crevasse, from ihich they had‘-ane diffiounlty in
resculing ite. VRvsntually the coclies had left the sledge and
carrisd the loads in orn their backs. They took.rgur hours to
get up. Crowley was dona up on the road, and in rather bad

condition. Later on the weather again got abominable - wind

and snow. A food-dak arrived to-day from boelow wiih chaput=
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ties for our coolies. 80 now, haringz thirteen oooliﬁg up
here, we intend to utilizd them by sending them All up to the
next camp with loads to-morrov.

July 9th. Last night it spowed a bit, but there was
not much wind, so0 we had e taif night. Rokenstein woke up
with pains in his limba, and what looke like a racurrence of
flue, though w§ hope it is only & cold. 1XKlevren cooliss vwent
off with loads this morning to Camp XI. | ™ey got there in two-
and-a~half hours. Fram Crowley's chit, which he sent back
with them, it appears a far nore sheltered spet than here - as
indeed it rmust be, as hare we have hardly had a minute still.
To-day it 1s again dblowing g;eat auns and whisking the snow
evarywhere, One difficulty here 15 that the Riltas -~ whidh
should be za-pgeked to be taken up - are full of driven snow
and buried in_snowedritﬁs, 8o that unless wé»gat a 8till, fine
day, 1t is égite impossible to re-arranze them for furthor

tranaport.' Later on in the day the weather showed symptoms of



clearing, and we got out and prepared five kiltas, which will
S0 up to-morrow with some loads of wood. After we had turned
in, ve saw, to our joy, the tapes on the top of the tent dlow=
ing out in an opposite direction to what trer have been doing -
meaning a northerly wind at last.

July 10th. The night was rather blowey, but it
did’nt matter, as it was a ¥. dlow, and this morning is per-
fectly sunny and fine. ¥ay it only kesp so for ten deys, and
let us pettl)le things one way or the other. The oigcht loads
wont off tﬁia morning, leaving u§ with not nore wented at the
next camp than can accompany Eckenstein and myself whem we go
up £o=-morrowe. The coolles returned at 1l.30 eith a briel chit
from Crowley saying that Pfannl and himself are ill, but that
the Doector and wbséely hava gohe out &ooutlng. The day re-
mained perfeetly fine, and in the afternoon Bekenstelin and I

tacklsd the kiltas, which we arranzed into three groupss-

l. Regulation food units;



8. Klilltas oontaining spare miscellaneous foo0d}

3. Kiltas eontaining spare clothes and egquipment.

The ohief worry was getting the cooking-temt elear -
it had erystallized out wit: general dirt aad tins to an
alarning extent. However, weo managed to get everything ready
for to-morrow, and then indulged in a aild;ldemanie banquet,
which oonsisted‘of a tin of turtle soup and a half-bottle of
chaupagno. We finished with ocheese and coooa~-nut dbiscuits, so
you oan imagiﬁe it was‘a regular tamasha.

July llths We both of us forgot to fasten up the
window of our tent last nights reault, woke up this morning in
a more or less fredsing condition. FHaving thawed curselves
wiith sone instrscharcoals, we got up and made breakfast.

Then, on going to pack our valises, we found & small lake hnd
about‘halt-an-inoh.of ice‘in mine, but the whole of sékenstoin'l

mattress was soaked through and frozen hard. It was & long job

eleaning it out. Also, the tents gave us infinite trouble, as
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they oould not de removed t1ll the inner occating of ice - from
one-eighth of an inah to one inch thick - had been got off,

and also they had beocome unfrozen from the ice outside by the
Hune Ewntuall:. all was ready, but it was now 10.30 n.n.‘
and the sun mas already very hot. We got off and followed
vhat has developsd into a regular travk from going and return=-
ing coolies. One goes up on the true left bvank of the élasier
- whioch is at present everywhers sno:-ebvered. and not much

\J

Qrevassed on our way - till above a big ice~-fall, whence one
starts acroses to the right bank, under some rooks oi which lieq
Gamp XI. Boxenstein started out on ski, but the snow gquickly
becane 59 bad thau $§ disoarded them and lett them on the gla-
cier. ‘The haat was very intense on the ioce and the going was
by no means of the best, as the snow was softening all the
time. 8o we panted and puffed, and couid not go for long

stretches without stopping. Eckenstein says he found no

diffioulty in breathing, onl:; that his joinis hurt after a
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spell of walking. I distinotly felt breathing diffiocult when
trying to walk very rapidly, bﬁt nothinz else at all, 1 got
in with thp cocolies at 1.45 and ﬁckemcin at 3;15 Peie We
find that Pfannl had a touch of bronchitis, whioch made him 111
yoesterday, bﬁt he is muoh ﬁettar £o-¢ay. Jrowley is still
pretty bad - he has had bad indigestion, says the Doctor.
Yeaterday thainouiif and Wessely went raooﬁnoitring up the
arete shich leads to the north east arete of K2 from here -
they reacnhed a height of 22,000 feet without any mnt;rial 4ig~-
tresas théugh, unfortunately, they report that the way was bad,
wiﬁh ice and powdery snow. This camp 1s by far better than
our last, which was undoubtedly a mistake - I have been at the
latter now twenty-one days, and during the whole time dbarely a
still night. Hers wo are sheltered rrqm-nearly all winds,
and they say it is very much warmer. The anercoid says its

heizht is about 19,500 foeet. Or. arrival I took my pulse and



breathing, which were 145 and 49 respectively: after one-and-a~-
half hours they were 108 and 16 - rather curious figures? In
the evening I took & boiling-point, which gave our height as
19,450 feot, though we have reason to believe it Qay turn out
& good deal higher when we get the eorrooponding readings at
sea level."

Julvy 12th. Last night was really grand compared
to all that we have had at the last camp - perfeotly still,
and not nearly so cold - so we did iustice to it by sleeping
the clock round. Pfannl and Uiasely went off earl; this mori=
ing up the side valley which starts out from here, to make &
more thorough reconnaissance ét the possible gap, which they

had only partly seen before, They took with them a tent and

food, meaning to stop there to-night and start out early

s o

The height eventually worked out at almost exactly
ﬂ,m rtﬂ . '



to-norrow mornings Their coolier returned ahout twe o‘cloeck,
and broughﬁ a chit, saying ther had found the snow in a very
bad state, and had taken four hours to get toc the foot of the
gap, instead of two hours as they 44 last time, Crowley was
a great deal better this morning, and adbls to get aboﬁt and sat
a bit. We spent the day resting, 1.e. chisfly picquet and
chess problems. rhé day was gloriousﬁy fine overhsad, but
undarfﬁot the snow was still bad. Eckenstein and the Doctor
wilked out 3 bit on to ths pglacier to look at the mountain nnd
possible ways up it. Prom hore.it is visible right up to the
swnit. !hefe i & ridge which runs straizht up from bdbehind
ths camp to foin the north-east arste of K%. Behind this
arete one can ses a vast snowfield {R. to ¥.B, faces) which
éoes richi up till the swmait itself rises. This appears to
start with rosk and nang$liz glacier, with a snow-oap merging

into the hanging glaclisrsa, All the morning long a large crow



was making any amount of nolise outside our camp, so 20,000

feet does’nt seem to hurt him much.

- July 13the Last night wvas as oalm as the one before,
but neither Bockenstein nor myself had such a good one., I had
only & trifle of indigestion, but Bekenstein passed a very
sleepless night with what he himself says is his first attack
of mountain siokness. His breathing went up to 38 a minute,
pulse 86. Headache and gensral diseomfort. ﬁmu omptoml
have comtinued more or less all the day, graduaily ébat ing,
however, #0 I hope he will be himself again very soon. Crow-
ley is again nearly well. We did nothing much aga:ln t.o»day.
In the evening the surmits clouded over, and down the valley
looked again black ~ a prediction of bad weather again, 1 am
afraid.

July l4th. The prediction was verified only too
soon, a8 all last night it blew and snowed hard, and continued

to do 50 all day. Of a truth we are oursed with weather.
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One touch of humour comes in « in the native aoccounts. They
call this the fine month of the district, and sar the weather
doea not really “break® til; 8ix weeks lienoe! Bokenstein
taught me a new two-handed card game to-day {*66%) and we
passed the time, a3 usual, in camp, in axéc ~adle weather. To=
vards two o'clock arrived a ccclie with a rote from Wesaely.
They did not reconncitre ycstorday, owing to Pfannl being ine-
disposed. It ceoms thﬁt his digestion has gone pretity badly
arongs. To-day of course, reconnaissance was out of the gues~
tion. Thsn follows a request for more food of a.rathar com=
prehensive aature. He specifies no less than twventy-twe
srticles wanted - many of them down at our atore at Carp Xe.

e muct krnow that, sith tha very limitad transport we have,
this is qpite imp0asible for uss Our other invalids - Roken-
stein and Crovley = oontiﬁus to'jmprova, Eut are not yet quite

rastored to their uﬁual grrengith and activity.
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July 15the All night it snowed heavily (about eight
inches fell) and blew in custs, and it continues to de much
the same this morning. B¢ there is nothing to do but sit ®like
pgtience on & monument® (here, for monument, read sleeping-bag)
and waite In the afternoon a note came doan from Ueéaoly.
from theilr camp, by & naukar, to say that Pfannl is really
seriously ill, and that it was advisable that the Dootor should
cone and see him, and that he should be brought dosn as soon
ag8 possible. His lungs sesm to have gone rather badly wronge
So we both made preparations for the Doctor to start to-morrow

.

earlvye He goes on a pair of ski, which will be used to sledge
Pfannl down is he is unable to walk. In the evening it cleared
up a little and _left off snowinge.

July lﬁﬁh. The Doctor got off at 6.15 a.m. th-:ls
morning, tak.’ssb with him every avallable coolie. We have only

teo invalids left, one naukar, and om' shikari who has influonsa

The weather is sunny this ﬁoming, but theare is much cloud
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sbout and it does not seem settled., Where our very bzd Kismet
comes in is the faot that this cont inued vile weather has put
gbout feour feet of fresh snow on the mountain, so that, with
perfect weatrer from now on, at least a week must elapse bdefore
the thing booom;s at all olimbable. The first coolias got
back to camp at twelve o'clock, caying that the sahibs were
following. As they brought the ski with them, we knew that
Pfanpl was anyhow well enough to walk. Pfannl, the Doctor
and Wessely arrived at 12.40. The former was very tired out,
and obvioﬁsly ill. What he has is cedema of one lung, which
is, of course, véry serious, in view of his doing any more vip-
'lent exercise. He has had the sams thing uﬁoe before, after
doing A climbing tour 48 force in the Alps. Pfannl‘’s dreakdown
though hevis a very hard and mﬁsoular man, does not surprise me
80 vary‘audh. It is, in ry opinion, due absolutely to over=-

training. 2Rver since he g§£ on the boat at Bues he has never
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ceased taking exereise on every opportunity. The result was,
that he arrived on the glacier trained fine. ¥ow, there is
nothing that I know 'tm takes it out o1 one so, or for which
one needs a mnm of adipoae 80 much, as standing bad teather
and cold like we've had to do - and Pfannl had no reserve at
alle In the evening it cleared up, and once more we begin
acain to hope for that spell of sunny weather,

July 17th. Last night 1 que up arout an hour after
goling i.o sleep, ¥ith a most racking earachs. I hung mi for a
bit, but it got to more than I oould stand, so Eckenstein was
good enough to go for the Doctor, and the Doctor was _ditto to
loek ai‘t.er‘ me, which resulted in my going to sleep eventually.
This morning it is much less acute, though étill painful. ot
course the weather gave way in the night, and we had éeme four
or five inches of snow = it is still oontinuing. Pfannl's

condition is not much better this morning &s, though his o
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originally affscted lung is better, the other is sligshtly
touctade These Lad conditions are beginning to tell on our
iashmiris, whe have a1 along shown great hardihocod. Salama -
the old Bhikari who hae stayed with us up hers all along - is
really rather bad with flue and will go down, when Pfannl Aoes,
for somes days, to recuncrate, if he does not get better,

July 18th. Last night Bokenstein had another attack
ginrilar 4o the one he had on the nizht of the 12th-13th,
Cough, panting, and shortnes: §f breath gunerélly to & rather
acute stagd. He does not think now that this is at all due
to rarefied air, but that it is one of his (more or less)
crdinary asthmsatic bronchitic attscks to ahich he has always
been liahle. Pfannl's cordition remalns practieally unchangod.
As the coolles wanted some more wood to re-bake tﬁeir éﬁ#put-
ties {(there iz a fair amount of wood left at Canp X}, S&luni‘

came and told us that he was going to send doen for some.

Food supply up here is petting rather short, and nlso some
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things are required for Pfannl (e.g., milk and light rusks),
80 Vessely offered to go down with the cooliu and sort out
the things required to-morrow. All day long it snowed pere
sistently and violently - aertainly not less than eight inehes
remained on the ground in the ewvening.

July 19th. Bokenstein had a good night and was muck
better this morning. These attacks of his usually take him
& long time to get over, but the Doctor gave him a drug which
?za.s not before heen tried on' him, and apparently with great
succegs, At last again we have & more or less fine day = the
sun has got the better of the olouds, and it is not snowing.
Wessely got off iith the coolies pretty od.rly this morning. b 4
expect they will have heavy going with all this fresh snov on
the ice, Pfannl says he does not feel so well to-day, and
is groaning verv ruoh, but the Doctor says he is not vorse, but

even betters later, he got slightly delirious, so the Doctor

gave hima morphis injection. In the afternoon the Doctor and I
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went for a short stroll on to the glacier with photographie
intentions, but everything was too clouded up. Iesaely
returned at 3.3%0 p.m., and the ooolies soon after, they had
not found the going so bad as vas emotail. except lower down.
They also reported secing & dak of sorts right down the gla-
olier - ooming up. This dak arrived late in the evening (six
o'clock) and consisted of our mail, and also #evara.l locads of
chaputties for the nativea. With the dak our ocoock had sent up
som® eggs which our remaining fotls at Rdokass had beem oonside
srate ensugh to laye. Also, Weasely had hmuglzt up the fresh
meat from Camp X. It had remained in our larder-corevasse

for a month {(thery had considerable ditfiéxaty in recovering

it, as it had of course, frosze fast, ﬁd reguired a man to be
lowered to cut 1t out.!-. ané was 8till perfectly fresh.e With
m this gaod food Land smﬁ magazines sent up by friends ve
had a regular tamasha etl an evening.

July 20th. Last night Bckenstein had another -
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Lthough less eevere - acoess, and is ugain unwell this morning.
Pfannl is graduall; impreving. As the day is quite fine, and
ve are no{ hlessed with a auper&hundanoo‘of fine weather, we
held a kind of council to deoids what was to be dons. How,
this X8 {8 out of the question ¥il)l a long spell of fine wea-
ther has removed the six feet, or more, of fresh snow which
has fallen on it. There is another mountain close (24.600 or
25,000 feet) which has a snow-ridige the whole way up, and on-
which we might settle some of the disiuted pointg'with regard
to rarefaction of air. Also; being a,ridgo, the going is
likely to get hetter sooner. 8o ve intend to profit by the
posslible short spell of fine weather beginning to-day, to make
an attempt on this mountain. Also wishing to profit by the
extra number of coolies up here (the food dak which arrived
yesterday), Pfannl is going down»toqmorrol with thems !ausqu.
is going the whole way with him, and the Doctor the first few

paraos to ses he geis on all right. This leaves Bcrenstein,
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Crovley and myself here ~ Bokenstein is, however, too unwell to
g0 on a rmountain just yat.. 80 Crovley and I start off to-morrow
morning for the above-mentioned attempt. <The first day's work
will be to put a mt and food on the sumit col of this gla~
clier {called by Wessely Windy CGap) from which the snov-ridge
starts. HNKay the weather only keep fine for hoth parties.
In the morning we got ready some s:i as a sledge to convey
Pfannl down - he is 8till too weak to walk. Wo got ones of the
oblong kiltas and fastened it on to the ski at sach side,
having first ocut out the front tb allow him to stretch out his
lesge. With his sleeping bag behind, this made & oontortablc‘
am—ohair arrangenent, and, of course, very light to pulle 1In
view of the larger bundobust of getting Pfannl's oaravan 'ott
to-morrow, and of the fact that the snow improves daily, we
{Crowley and I) deferred our start a day.

July 21st. Pfannl's caravan, with the Dootor and
Wessely, got off thia'moming at ﬁbout seven o'clock. Pfamml
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séemod - not unnaturally - rather despondent, but I've ne doubt
he will get down without any sorious difficulty. The weather
remained fine and sunny. Whon we went to paock our goods for
the start toemorrow, we met the faot that there was mueh less
food here than we had thought (it's very difficult to keep an
acourate account of things when thers is contimued bad wea~
ther)}. Bo ve are obliged to send down all our cooliss for
more food from our store at Camp X to-morrow, and delay our
start up another day. In the afternoon we all went out on to
the :lacier for a wvalk, and I took & lot of photographs.
Bckenstein and Crowley went up some way on ski, and saw a
perfeotly good coolie-way .laadi‘ng on to the arét. going te Kz |
snowfields.
July 22nd. 8till fine this morning, though many

BAnY mpro oclouds aboute. | The coolies got off early' and re-

turned with five kiltas of provisions. During the day the |

weather agaii showed bad symptoms, and our start to-morrov was
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sdocordingly arranged conditionally on its keeping fine, as it
aould be exoeedingly unpleasant.- if not impossible = to keep
in canp on a 0ol as exposed as the one we are going to in a
spell of had weather,

July 23rd. There was no ques$ion about starting
this morning, as it had persistently snowéd and hailed all
night, and continued to.do so. About 10.30 arrived the Doctor,
alone, ~ witiout his coat, - and in a state of great excite-
ment. He éxplainod to us, somewhat inecherently, that his |
coolie had fallen into a orevasse & little uﬁy above Camp X,
and that, in spite of his efforts for three-gquarters of én |
ﬁaur he had been unable to get him ocut. Eckenstein and Crou-
ley lost no time in getting on their skl and starting down to
gat the man oute. Two coolies and a naukar went alseol thoy-
litbrully trotted the whole way, and only-arrived & short time
after Bokenstein and Crowley. Meanwhlle, the Boeter, whe had

returned from acoompanying Pfannl as far as Camp VIII told me
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that Pfannl was ever 30 much better, and well on the road to
recovery. Adout theo ooo‘lio'a acsident, he told me that thoy
were roped at the time, and that he had orossed a snowbridge
over a orevasse safelys the coolie fojlowing broke through and
fell some ten feet defore the rope held him up. This was due
to the fact that the coolie had not got the rope tight between
them, but had a good deal of slack in his hand. At this stage
the Dootor aaﬁ down and drove in his axe, round which he made
fast his end of the rope. He then procesdsd to try to pull
the coolie out {still in the siiting positien), which he waas
unable to do - not unmaturally, when one considers that the
rope was ploughing through three feet of snow, to ¥hich it was
constantly freesing. He then put the coolie's stiok on the
edze _ot th; ocrevasse for the rope to run ever, but_ s8aid he had
to desist, as he ocould see the rope wearing on the stiok!?

Fe then got the man to undo his load - the Doctor's valise -
tut was still unsucoessfule The man by this time was lowered

nuzo



to the bottom of the orevasse - some Rwenty-rive feet down =

N

where he had fair standing room. Then the Dooctor lowered him

his coat and came up here for assistanoce. At 1.10 p.m. throe
soolies arrived - roped (and a naukar & little latsr - unroped},

the man who had haeen in ﬁhe srevasse - lHassan -~ in the middle.
He was quite unhurt, except for a soratch on his nose, and
4id noi get any part of him frost-bittem in the crevasse, tho'v
he was there about two and three-quarter hours. When the

-~

Coclie met his Ralti uontfsrol hore there was quite an affect-
ing scene: they each in turn mutually tucked i(heiw heads into
each other's waistcoats and howled. All their apirits werﬁ
qulte restbreﬁ, however, aftsr a cup of L;a. The only per-=
plexing ﬁhing was ﬁh&t there was no Doctor's valise = the
natives gave no axplanation of 1ts nbsence, except that they
had not got it. Rokenstein ané Crowley had not yat‘turned up,
nor were they in sight. % about tLwo o'cleck the Dootor bsgan

to think that the; had fallsn into a crovasse too, and suggest-
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ed that 1 should take men and go to ioock for them! However,

I told the Doctor that if they had fallen in, they deserved to
-stqy there for at least an hour or two, and we had better
finigh our six parties of pioguet first; Feedless to say
they turned up half an hourllater. they had come back slowly,
as they were nesither iull and both tired. Bokenstein's
account of the'plaee'yae: a orsvassovabout tventy-five tesﬁ
deep, one wall vertical and the other 65° - 70®, about s8ix or
seven feot wide at ths tcy. As it was pretty well an ideal
Flace to get man oul of, it 1s rather inexplicable that the
Doctor did not succeed: I fancy he m&y'hava gét rather fluatcf—
ed. !ha-valiae i 8till in the orevasse, as neither Bak&n-
stein nor Crowley knew it was there, and the Balti mentioned
not a word about it; presumably_ha was in sueh a hurry to get'
out himsaif that he forgot. We mads up, however, a sleeping
kit for the D#ator for the night - a‘apare sleeping bag, sundry

spare rugs, ete, - and they will go down for the valise to-
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ROrrow morninge.

July 24th. Snowed, hailed and blew all night, and
is continuing so to-day - 8.¥. gale. Coolies went off this
morning to get the Dootor's valise out of the crevasse, and
returned this afternoon with it. They had some trouble in
extricating it, as it had frozen on and they had to lower two
men down to cut it oﬁt. Zhe day continued bad - of course.

July Bsth, The nisht was certainly far ths worst we
have spent at this camp, as the wind - which wvas very violent -
oane from our most unproteoted quarter - S.W, With 1t came a
trifle of eight inche; of snow, not to count the hail.A This
morning at about 8ix o'clock we had a few isolated gusta‘ot
extraordinars'intonsity. These hava~givan place to a steady
blow again, with intermittent snow, ete., eto., sto., Crowley
was rather ill in the evening, and his eyes have not guite
reeovered fron going down to the coolis crevasse fithout

glasses.



July 36th. A better night, as far as wind was cone
serned, but nearly another foot of fresh snow. Our weather
record, so far, is forty-eight days on the glacier, of whioh
eight have been fine (more or less) - never more than two of
these oonseocutivel This morning, as #e were sitting with the
tent doors open (they face away from the wind), & sudden whirle
ing gust came, bringing with it masses of snow. We made a
rush for the doors and held them shut, while one side of the
tent was quickly ocovered thiek in snow. It was the remains of
an avalanchs from K° which we had heard falling some little
time before. This weather - -! -! well, it's goetting a
little too mueh, eéspecially as the momsoon is due up heré soon,
aﬁd then it is supposed to get definitely bad. BSo, unlods'
there is a very positive ameliorgxion ﬁe shall probably be
compelled to giia it up and go down when the next food-dgk

comes upe We have here only eight men, s0 we must wait till

the dak arrives before we have enough transport to get downe.
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Wo expeot this dak shout August lst. The Dootor wvas some-
what unwell in the night, and is not very fit this morning.
Day passed as usga.l - snoving.

July 37th. Last night again broke a.ll records for
goneral disocomfort. The wind was & gale and the snow very
fine, 50 we had to gStuff up the window of the tent with a
nuffler to prevent the snowstorm continuing msiéo; All day
there was no intermission - blinding, driving snow which cut
off one's view all round the camp to 150 yvards. The Doctor
w&s much hetter agein to-day, but Crowley was nbt up to mu¢h¢
EBckenstein and I keep pretty i, thbugh the former has,; at . |
times, slight ooughing £its in the night from a cold he has got.

July 28th. Woken by the Doctor in sunlight at about
eight o'olooiz! The last snowstorm we have had was etill
active at six o'clock to-day - its duration then &-ounted to
1% hours. When we awoke, though the sun was ammg br_ight, |
there was still some fine suow falling. There are still many
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clouds about, ard oross winds dlowing overhead so things are
by no means settled. The fine weather lasted for about twe
and & half hours, then & strong S.%W. wind once more sof. in up
the valley, and the normal condition of things was soon res-
tored. At about 8ix p.m. the‘. storm wvas much more violent' than

any we hévo yet experienced at this camp.

July 29th. Storm continued all night and to-day.

&ouley has got an access of malaria to-day - the first since
Brm@. I had & bad night and woke up teeiing vory uncom-
fortable - it is my third go of flue.

July 30th. XMist and fine snow all to-day, through
vhich the sum could not quite piereo. Crowley still with a
goed deal of fever, and rot mueh better. 1 an only left with
a head and throat - & good deal more oomfy than yesterday.
fowards evening it eleared up, aml #¢ had an hour or so of stm.;
Also, a dak of flour men arrived from Rdokass with chaputties

for our men here. Theyv alsoe brought two chickens &nd some



fresh mutton for us. I'm sorrv to say that the coolies had
eaten some of our meat provision on the way ~ it's the first
instance of the kind we've had. The two letter-dak-wallahs
did nut arrive, so it was resolved to send down twe men at top
speed to get up all our men from Rdokass and shift down. lews
from Pfannl satisfactory = he d4id not rind'auch.trouhle gete-
ting down, and 18 now proceeding well.

July 3ist. Strange to say quite a decent day, with
a bhright, unclouded sun - though the wind still keeps B.¥.,
which doesn't promise continuance. Crovley's diurnnllsceassea
of malaria still continue, though r&ther abating in wviolence,
Personally, I had a bad night,'and an not up to very much
this morning - lungs pretty much cqngésteﬂ,_aﬁd feveridh. 'I.
never knew what a hopeful eet we were till'to-dgy. Seven
weeks of frightful snowy, stormy weather - then the rirst fine
day Bnkanstoln,.ﬁha Do#tor and I #tart'auking plans that if

the sun will only hold on for three or four agy- we'll go up to
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the col and try to rush that arete for a record, good snow or
bade We find we have run out of sugar and similar grooorips,
80 will send men for some supplies from Camp X to-morrow,
August lst. Our great plans yestoré&yuor' = nesde~
less to say - quite as useless as all the rest. Soon after
turning in, £he sternal enﬁw started azgain, and has’®nt left off
yet. About six inches fell in the night.rbut nos it's coming
down more violeatly, and with three-quarters of a gale of wind.
Crowley is apparently a good bit better to-day. I am agout
the same as yesterday. About twelwe o'clock appeared three
men from Pfannl and Wessely at Rdokass - a special dak with
very serious news. It appsars that the whole of the ﬁralduh
valley has got an epidsmic of cholera. At Askole - our last
villazge - already forty deaths are raportpd and, of course, the
whole district is officially closédg a;napt the village of

Peste, whioh is just aoross the river from Askole (on its south-

ern bank). §8kardu is not yet arfected, nor Shigar, 8o our
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way back is posaible by the 8koro La, a high {18,000 feet)
pass, whioh leads direot from the haad of the hralduh valley
to Shigare The usual starting plase for this pass is Askole,
but #e shall, of oourse, go from Teste, having orossed the
Braldull somewherse higher up. Iharo is only one® rope dbridge
acrossz it - st Askole - 80 thaﬁ if 1t is too Dig te fonq b ]
nay have t0 follow its aouthern bank from the saﬁroa, f.6. the
snout qr the Baltoro zlacier = three or four days from the base
of trhe pass. 1 &a afraid tiat we'we lost practically our
store of things left at Askole, including nearly all our thin
clothes, guns, rifles, revolvers and spare food for the road
hims. It is a bad worry.

Later. After hearing what our shikari has to say
on the subject, it appears that to go down the left bank of the
Bralduh from the glacler snout is impossible, owing to the
side rivers which flow in being too big to ford - and, of
cours® there are ho bridssse Bo there ars onl; two possible

- 18] - A



routéo to Seste. | ma is by orossing a ford over the Bralduh
four miles this alde (B.) of Askele: <thia will be very likely
impracticable, as ghe river is fordables nowehsre, 8xcept when
low,. Socongi routes to oross by the rope bridge at Askele
avoiding the wvillase itself by a detour heneath the eliffs on
whilch it is built. Ail th:la, of asourse, presupposes thet the
disease will not have spread across ths river alse. It is
rathsr bad luck that this ohelera espidemie should come on us
on the tnplof our other troubles, as th&re is now no doubt we
mﬁat o down at the earliesat opportunity. |TFor if we stay and
the dicease spreads to the south bamk. it is mere than pro=-
bables that we shall have to remain in the valley till the
epiémié has run ite course, as coolies from the affeoted
valley will not be allowed into the unaffeotoﬂ B8higar one.

We have still about thtee'. woeks fongl and might haws hung on
that time, .tho' it seems unlikely ihat the weather will am-
iiorata no%we -
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st de Yesterday wase too r{opcleu to do any
preparations for the descent, and when we woke this morning
there was no doubt that a start was out of the question - the
usual violent storm and wind. Crowley is now rid of his
ma.lir\ril., and I sm nuol: better and hope to leave the sick list
to-norrow. I regret to say that this morning the Doctor was
not up to much, and that it has developed later into "la grippe?
80 Bckenstein has done the cocking for the whole crowd to-day.
ﬂ.ao.. in the intervals of the séorms, he sueceeded in zetting
the riret sledge put together. As we have more loads than
men, we m-ndopting the sledge msthod to et dowh to Camp IX,.
It is downhill, snow=covered zlacier all the say. To that
camp will also De bfou@t all ths things from Camp X we take
¢ith us, Then, of the total at Camp 1IX ws sh,a.ll_ be able' to
take one half with us with our avguahle m,'aﬁd send them all
baak from Rdckass for the second half while we wait there,

While they are fetohing the second consignment a man will be
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sont down the wvalley to get up enough men from the village on
the south of the Bralduh - if the cholera infection has not
spread there by then - to take from there on, all in one thrt,
straight aray to Skardu. Sush are our plans at present,
though it 1a'only‘§oo‘prdbahlo that circumstances may alter
them, In a ohit received from Pfannl ths other day stating
our food resources at Rdokass, he mentionsd that there were
four sheep still left. This did not agree with Eckenstein's
caleulation, as he lzft eight, and since then only two have
besn accounted for. We canaeqnantly.sunniaad that our men

had taken advantage of our absence 1o make avay with the otler
t¥o. It appears that we did the poor native an injustice on
th;s occasion. The Baltisi sorrowful story {(told us by Salama
yesterday) is that they_tﬁre promised a feast of meat by Wessely
én ;ﬁsir arrival at Bdokass. Of course the sahiﬁo would take
wﬁat moat they required from the sheep and giiﬂ the rest to the

Ealtis. When these latter enguired for theilr repast, 1t



appeared that not only was thers nothing left of the first
sheep, but that a seoond had travelled the same road - alse
without leaving any remainder! It will bde interesting to hoar
vessely's account of this somewhat stuyondhua'pertorannocp
Aurist 3-d. To-da; again one of the usual kind of
days. When it came to building the second eledge the ski for
it could not be fuound - they had, ofmperese; oconmpletely dis-
appeared under the sno¥. Later in the day two coolies {naukar$
arrived from Rdokass, or rather, fromn Camp VI, where they were
vith Wessely when our despatch for all availadle men reached
him, He (Wessely) had been induced by fine weather to start
up again from Rdokase to reloin ut, and had bheon stopped at
Camp VI both by newa of our return and by the renewed break-
dom of the-neather. This avéning it locks & bit more pro-
mising for a descent to-morrow, ae it is still and has left off

snowing. Possibly it is a trifle tired as, in addition to

ths length of time it has been going om, it put in three inshes
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Chapter V.

The Descent.

D AD =P av ix W) AL NN A G P N 0 T

Auust 4th. This morning, when we awoke at six

o'clook, it looked a promising day for a descent, 80, having
got up and had bresakfast, we made’a start at getting things
ready. It always takes a long time to strike a camp when
one's stay has ﬁeon prolonged, and when there has fallem .
eighteen feet or s#o of snow during the perilod it doean't
facllitate things a lot. The tents gave most trouble, as they
were naturally, well trézon on to the ice, and their vegs were
buried three to four feet below the surface, and hgﬂ to be cut
out. Rventually this was done, and a number of coclies start=
ed with Crowley and the Doctor. ¥e had at our disposal fif-
teen coolies and had eighteen loadss sseven of the loads vent

on the sledge with four to pull. The Balti ccolies have an
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inordinate love of tins, and we had to ahsolutely forbid them
to take tham, or they would have loaded thenselves up to an
alarming extent. I have no doudbt that there will be a fine
and large expeditioh’ of natives on their own to Camp X after
our departure from the valley, to gather tins! Nokenstein and
I did not get off finally from the oamp till 12:1% p.m. We
accompanied the sledge which was very much trouble in hauling
over the first part of the way, which traverses a long plateau
with no down grade; in addition, the snow was execrable walk-
ing - about eight inches of absolutely soft new snrfa#e. Th;
weather kept quite {comparatively) fine, and K2 and Broad Peak
gave us glimses of their sumite and flanks as a sort of
fmwall._ It really is rather hard luck having to abandon a
job of this sort in this way, and 1t was quite painful to have
to turn our baok' on Camp XI and feel one's fest once more on-
the downward slope, but there is no doubt Kismet has been too
strong for us; yet I confess that after the doing we've had,
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warmer and less sxposed quarters have a great attraction. We
came up with the other ooolies, the Doctor and Crowley about
two hours from the start. They had been going very slowly,
not only owing to bad snow, but.booauze the coolies are very
cautious when walicing anywhere near orevasses. We reached
Camp X at 3.30 p.m., and immediately set to work to get the
rest of our goods into order. 0f course, we take down no

10Te food than is necessary to bring us to habitation, and only
such equipment as repays porterage. Thus we abandon such
things as ski, self-o0ooxing apparatus, ete. After an hour

or so's work we got all our stuff ocondensed into ten loads,
which we send for tomorrow morning. | At 4.45 I prooeeded downe-
wards to Camp IX with the Doctor, who was somewhat restored by
a rest at Camp X (and a& tin of Nestlé): he is somewhat better
to-day and walked well, though he 15'3%111 gone way from being
right again, Rckenstein and Crowley left Camp X on ski, but

they had to abandon them subsequently, owing to the fact that
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the :oing was very uneven and wve soon got to the seraos. we
got to Camp IX at 5430 Peme., and found there, to 6ur unbounded
joy, three dak-wallahs with a large mail for us, and two other
ooolies sent up from Rdokass. S0 engrossed did we get over
our lettérs that we guite forgot to have anything to eat till
quite late. There is no more news about the cholera at Aakolé,
but we hear that Pfannl has sent down the Chuprassie to et up
coolies from non-infected villages to Rdokass, so on their
return we shall surely know more ahout it.

- August 5th. A lazy day in ocamp for us while the men
went up to Camp X for the remaining loads. The weather didiﬁt
keep fine long ﬁ it snowed and sleeted most of the day, 80 we
remained in tents and read our large stoeck of new magazines.
The Docdhr put in most of the day sleeping, and got bhetter
rapidly.

August 6th, A really cold night - we had about one-

eighth of an inoch of 1c¢e on the inside of the tent walls this
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morning, 80 we did not get off till the s5::n had melted off the
ice and warmed things up generally a bit. Two more coolies
arrived from Rdokass early to-day. It was 10.15 befors we
were off, and we soon found a groat—ditferenoo in the glacier
since we came up. Whare we haq ocrossed & uniform snowfield
there was now chiefly morained glacier alternating with stret-
ches of dry glacler, which afforded mostly quite good goinge
The Godwin-Austen Glacier runs in long ribs parallel to itis
length, and we found crossing the streams which run bstween
these ribs troubiesome at times. It was sunny and fine, though
far from cloudless. The wind remained $.W., and the last

view we had of the glacier on which were canps X and XI. “a8
one of nist, 8o the weather there had not a'tered, K* elouéedv
up and then unclouded at intervals - one had some fine cloud-
effect glimpses. The day was hot and we were far from being

in'as good condition as when we cane up, &0 it was past one ¢

o'clook before we passed Camp VIII.; <from there on, it became
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still morewearisome, and the halts dbecane more frequent.,
Unfortunately, the worst part comes at the end =~ ono-anc;a-halt
hour's bad moraine from the corner of the Godwin-Austen in here
(M ViI). We did not arrive till just about sneﬁ o'olook,
and very weary we were. The Bal§is and naukars go grandly:
two of the former took two tents each, and seemed tc take no
notice df them - the weight is 94 lb. VWe felt that a dar's
rest here would be mry. a.oooﬁtabla. 80 arranged to send back
men to get loads remaining at Camp IX to~day, while we waited.
This does not fetnrd us, on the whole, at all, but simply means
that the men have one day less t¢ gc from Rdokass, and that,
conseqrently, we shall stay there one day less. It was a
blessing to ses the tents p:ltohu\! once nere on the ground -
it*s nov seven weaks since I slept off snov.‘

M 18t 7the A perfectly heavenly night, of course, |

far varmer than we've had for ever so long, and quite still.
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This morning the coolies got off wer:; early to make the double
Journey, énd two were sent on to Rdokass to‘bring back food

for our nen. After breakraat we wvent in for the luxury (?) of
& wash in an ice lake just by the camp - it was my first effort
in that way since June 9th, and was not altogethsr pleasant.
Furthermore, I wish to state that, except my hands, I was not
at all dirty. The folly of ny wars was duly brought home %o
me, a8 I now find XI've caught a fine “ooup de soleil' on my
shoulders and back, 80 that lying down is very unocomfortable,
and I shall be compelled to take my meals off the mantelpiece
for the next few days. We also washed sundry of our things,
and generally got ship-shape again. We £ind that down heres we
have inordinate appetites and thirst, but that, far from bragthp
ing more esasily, it seems, if anything, rather an eftorf. This
afternoon I went for a stroll on the glacier for three-quarters

of an hour with my eamera to try and catch Gusherbrum, Mitre,
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and Golden Throne between the frequent oelouds bdiowing up from
8.¥. Here it hés teen fair all day, but I don’t think it
means the same for the higher camps, a8 from here during snow=-
atorms (or rather; in the lulls of then) we could see the iden-
tical sort of sky there now is over this part o; the valley.
One thing wshich givas us much pleasurs on getting down, is that
we can ampke & pips through with com!ort; Up at the high
camps, owing to the smaller amount of oxygen in the air, it
was almoat impossidle to kesp our tobaceo {which is a slow-
burning one) alight without constantly relighting it. The
coolies returned with the rest of our luggage at aﬁout geven
o*clook.

Ausust 8the. In view of the long journey made by
our coolies yesterday, we decided toc Qo only & single paraﬁ to-
day, and that, too, is a short one. V¥e did not get off till

.30, and got in at variocus timss from eleven, to one o'closck.

On the way we pRssed the spot that was a garden of purple
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primulas on the way ups these had, of course, gone, but in
thelr place was a rioh.varioty. buttercup, roak rose, o-olinding,
edelweiss, gentian, wild rhubarb, forget-me-note, and one or
twvo plants vhose names neither the Noctor ncr I know. Crowley
is acain 111 to-day, and had to o very slow - I'm afraiéd he
has contracted a chill. In the afternoon the tiwo coolies

gsent to Rdokass returned with chaputties: they had gone fo;.:.r
paraos vesterday (taking ten hours to do them) and three to-day
- f.ruly, at this kind of walking (rmoraine) they are marvels.
Crowley 4id not get much better, soc we determined to stop

here tomorrow, and send back coolios» to get all our luggage

on here, at the sme' time giving the invalid time to recovwser.
In the evening Eckenstein and I joined our men round their

fire (we have got down to bdurnable sorub now) for a smoke.
There is no doubt that ther will come all ithe way up the glacier

to our high camps for the tins left there after we have done
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with them.

Auust 9the A lasy day in camp. Bvrean here, .at.
14,500 feet, 11 gets real warm in the day 83® - 250F, (28° =
30%C). The cooliee got off early, and were back with the
loads from Camp VII before ten o'clock. COrowley is better, |
and will be able to go on all right to-morrow. During the
afternoon a band of coolies arrived from Rdokass - they are
some of itlie men ﬁho have been sent up from down the ﬂmllozr.v
S50 now we have enoush men to proosed with all our luggage, and
need leave none behind to be sent for latere Their news of
the cholera at ;akole is reassurings for five days before
ther left Teste there had been no deaths at Askole, and their
own village was still uninfected. We saw a grand boulder =
thirty to forty tons - f£all off the hanging glacier above us,
and come crashing down the scree slopes towards uss the coolies
were rather alarmed lest it should reach them, but it got heléd

up in the bed of ‘8- gtpean,
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August 10th. It was nearly 7.30 this morning bptort
the last of ualgot off from Camp VI. The mornink wab & grey
one with low and scudding oclouds, though down below it vas
comparativoly still. The parao here (Camp V) is a very long
one, and over the usual damnable morains all the ways it was a
good deal worss on the «ay down than when we came up, as the
glaciar is now rmeh more c:revassed and the moraines are more
unstable, so one has to make detour»arter detour, and even-
tually covers quite double of the stralght-line distance.
Bokenstein and I arrived at 11,45, and Crowley at about one
o*clock - he 18 ev?r'so mich better to-day. All the summits
reamained in sloud excernt the Yurtagh Tower, of whic;h e ha.dl
goo¢ glimpse as we passed the mouth of thé Younghusband Gla-
cier. ‘!b had a few dr0ps-or rain on the way, and now and then
the sun ahnwad.through half-neartedly - it's dbviously'qnito
unsettled. The oamping place here, ai Camp V., was . broad,

flat stretch of sand at the bottom of a nullah when we ¢came up,
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but now it 18, for at least three-quarters of its extent, a
lake. The tents were pitohed on the dry part, dut towards
evening the water began 10 rise, and threatened to flood us
t111 our Balti coolies made a waterway through & little bit of
moraine and let the water into a big hollow - this saved the
situation. Before turning in, Eokenstein and I had a smoke
round our naukars' fire while they sang; their songs are
usually a chorus, which they all sing, while their leader im-
provises a patter wvurse. Of course, when we were there they
sang about us - I wish we coald have understood what it was,
but Kashmiri-pattersong beats both of us entirely.

August llth. Last night was & bad one - it rained
all night, and thare was a gale, which we could hear screaning
and growling ihrough the orags above us. Luckily, the camp
is well sheltered. This morning, too; it was pelting (rain,
and not snow, here), so, though we had our breakfast at six

o'clock, we waited to see what it was going to do. A good
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lull, and even some glimpses of sun, induced us to start at
about 9.15. Crowle: wasn't well, but as the Dooctor thought
he was well enough to go, he was induced to start with the
latter = he got better on the way, and eventually reached here
only &an hour and & quarter atter ve daid. To=-day we hnro'
decided to go two parace, to Rdokass (Camp IXI). The usual
va® is one parao along the hillside and one slanting across
the glacier from the Y., side to the 5., but now the first
parac 1s practicully under water, so we went atraight out on
to the glacier, and the bulk of the way lay a’long the middle
par;ilel to the banks.v The first hour was execrable walking =
then an hour or 50 of good going, reverting socn to the ori-
ginAl variety. Rckenstein, the Doctor and I got in about the
same time - 3.30 p.m. For the greater part of the way it
rained pretty consistently, thou._h it oceasionally tried to
delude.ua by clearing up for a.few minutes. We were quite

glad to get in here, where, of course, we sncountered effusive
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veloomes from the other Shikaris and our two eook-naukars, who
have been here all the time. The vegetation on the place has
enornously increased during our xbsence - it is now thick with
long grass, and all the shrubs are in full leaf, Oour goats,
toq. hare inmproved out of all raoognition,.and are now as fat
as pigs - but it unfortunately does not seem to inorease their
supply of nilk. The first meal on fresh food was better than
the best *diner £in® in the world -~ we have been, prastioally,
sxclusively on tins for eight weeks. The oeffect of these
latter was to upéat cfaﬁlay’and the Doctor oceasionally, but,
strange to say, the interior economy of both Bckenstein and
mysel?f has been perfect the whole time. We also found & dfik
(July 5th, ex London) awaiting us here, so altogether it was a
ioyfu; evening.

August 12th. A rainy night, and the same this morﬁ-
ing. We indulged in all manner of luxuries - chota hssri at

seven o'clook, eto. It is a blessing to be once more where



there are people to cook for one, and there is not & perpetual
question as to who is going to cook for the next meal.

While at Rdokass the expedition was for sundry reasons
diaintagrated. The two Austrians decided to go off ahead
while the rest of us wvaited a day to condense and repack our
equipment._ 80 they started on the 1l3th and we on the l4th.
BEefore we iort our shikaris showed us 4 red bear who lives on
our little grass hillside and has hankerings after our goats =
he must be a'timiﬁ specimen however a:s he had no success.

On the l14th we did two marchea downwards to Camp I.
with an interval at Camp II. during which we had news of the
only acoident that happened to any coolie while with us. A
man was reported to have hurt himself and to be unable to proe
ceed, 80 we soent two coolies baci to help him on and ancther
for#ard tb stop the Noctor who was g little wﬁy ahead. The
damage was limited to a scraped shin and strained sinew and

wren the Noctor had bound him up the sufferer Lroceeded guite
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gally on his own legs.

We ocame across one uncorifortable placo-to Gross - &
steo}; ice slope covered with fine debris to a depth of abhout
eighteen inches, and studded with boulders. Rckenstein
brought most of it away with him but dodged the f£alling mase:
I got helped across what remained dut 1t.was név no coolie
read and they had tc make a long detour, A 1ittle further on
we found that a side=-glacier torrent had invaded what had been
ocur hishway betwsesen glacier aﬁd hillﬁljl. 80 we had perforce
to keep to the mﬂra;na - 80 1t was late hefore we got in.

This parao is vastly changed; for instead of a
broad sandy nullah, there is just room to pitch two tents - the
rest is stresm.

On August 15th we at length shook the dust of the
Baltoreo moraine from our feet and evervone of us were heartily

glad to be on firmer ground again. Moraine walking isg
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enjoyrable enough in the Alps whoere one can rarely et more
than an hour or two at most but when it goes on for days and
days, theare 18 a sameness which tires even an enthusiast.

A little way before we reached Paiyu we were met by
the Zahsildar's Chuprassie and an old head-man coolie vﬁom.tn
used to oall Bubbles (for no better reason than that we could
not prqnopnco his name) = they gave ua'n_noat_arrusivn gresting.

After settling 1nto camp, wa sent_for one of our
nativea w#ho was reputed to be a ﬁonaorinl artist and had our
hair and beards attended to. We noeded it too, as my hair
covered both my ears and reached the Lip of my nose in front.
However the barber quickly changed all that and we resembled a
gang of convicts when he had finished with us. The Doctor
provided the admiring audience with much amusemsnt by the way
he instructed the heathen how to trim his beard 1n§o & Parisian
point..and then objurgated becauss it was not to his liking =

all in very cojloquial Prench.
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He ia so oontinuously Fodelling and singing that the
natives have a little aaying *Jabh Dootor aahiﬁ. tab tlnashn;.
{(Wherever the Doctor is, thsrs is trere a jollification),

The news of Askole's epidemie is shtisfaotorﬁ, as it
is apparently dying rapidlye.

?ﬁe next dgy #e pursued our way to our olg Camp at
Bardumal noticing as we went the esnormous sizs to which the
Bralduh has swollen since we ascended: it is a stupendous
torrent.

On August 17th I had the only thing approaching an
adventure in my whole journey, for we attempted to re~ford
the Purmah torrent and save the detour to the rope-bridge.

Rockenstein crossed first having roped himself to a
long Alpine rcpe at the other end of whioh I was, I went as
far upstrean as: I couid and ﬁolding the rope tight gave him
something to puil azninat when he got into the current: he

got acrose all right though at the worst plaoe the waler Was ,yor
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waist deep and flowing at some 80 ailaa an hour. Fext I had a
try while the two slikaris held the rope. All went vell till
the 1aiddle when I stepped on a rollinz stone and the rope was
simnltaneously allowed to dip and touch the water. When this
hapnened there was naturallr a fine sids pu;l on mé which

sent me head over heels. In a current like there was runniag,
getting up is out of the question and I felt very thanl:ful as
the shikaris began to haul me in that the rope 788 & pukka one.
Thirty feet or so under los-water was enough tn land ns very
lixe a playe&*iﬂﬂ_riah and it was (uite a tim§ before I could
in anyway do justice to ths situation.

Theén i_tound shikaris and coolises in a great ctate of
niunn-~ indeed Eokenstein had to restrain his on his side from
daah;ng in after me when I fell, which would have infallibly
been fatal to thems ; , but the climax was reached whan I sugf
gested tryinc again. rhéy alternately said they would not

hold the rope and praved me to desist, adding that Allah had
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warned me once and that was enough. I had of ocurse to even-
tually consent to ;¢ round to the rope-bridge whitlher indecd
the cuolies had incontinently bolted once thay saw me hauled
ine The onl; reul catastrophe involved in ny ducking was the
loes oY 1y one and only hat,

Trie detour was an interestin: one as it contained a

rope-bridyge without c¢ross-stays and 1,000 feet of real guite

decent rock climt:ing on ithe opposite 8, - the only place
where I saw the Laltle take off their loads and pass them on
beroré comiing on themselves.

The next day we apiroached Askole. And though the
iunmbadar of the place came out to inform us that the epidenmic
was over, ve daaméd it best to eamp at Teste on the S. side of
the strean.o#ur which the infaction had nﬁt spread. Our
instructions to our men Lo follow us and cross the rope-bridge

witliout passing through the viliage were withouv avail, for the

villagers crowded down Lo the Lridge hard to smbraoce thelr
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returned relatives.

Our property left at Askole was brought over the
bridge and stacked in one of our tents in which vwo st &
qpéntity 6: disinfeotant burning and then closed hermetically.

The Doctor and Crovley have come t0 the conoclusion
tha$ they would prefer to return down the IBralduh valley to
have a wagh at thé hot springs and then, as they considered
the cholera had sufficiently abated, proceed right down to the
jJunetion with the Shigar river whence they would raft down and
rejoin us at Skardu. Xokenstein and I preferred to go over
the Skoro-la rass, ;o we separated.

August 20th was a very busy day for us. It began by
the limbadars of Askole and distrioct turning up (seven in all)
to receive payment for all the supplies they had sent up the
glacier. In all, for all our coolies, during the two and a
half months we have used 130 maunds {say five tons} of flour,
twenty-nine sheep, thirty dozen eggs and twenty-nine fowls,
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also 60 1b. of ghi -« this inoludea, naturally, our own ¢on=
sunpiion. You oan imagine that the payment of each lumbadar
for his contribution - each with odd quantities of sveryvthing
was a matter not unattended with diff&culty, and occupied a
long time, with many discussions. Juat hefore the NDoctor
arrived an amusing incident happeneds The Shikari had put
out the empty flour bags for the lumbadars to take back -
however, the coolies théught ths lumhadars had had enough luck
in getting all this oash, 8o rushed the bags and seized them.
Cne ¢ld coolie of ours afterwards showed us that he had stolen
one, with much pride and a broad grin on his face, After
tiffin we had out the contents of the tent, sorted and re-
packed them. The food we had left {e.g8., tea) we threw into
the Bralduh, to be on the safe alde. A lot of miscellanies
turned up (o.g; tins of various things) whioh we gave to the
natives, who will, no doubt, treasure them as heirlooms. The
greatest amuserzent was produceﬁ'by a scrahble for candles, of
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which we hdd an excens. An 1nt.em1ption occurred in our packe .
ing when & viclently sxoited native rushed up and hegan talking
at express sreed at one of the lumbadars, who talked back with
equal wehemenes. When we had quieted both down, we understood
that the lumbadar would not pay the man for his share of what
rad been sent up to us = the lumbadar collgcts from ue wrat is
due to all the men under his contrel. So we held a ocurt of
surmary jurisdiction on £}19 Epgt e First, the claimant was
taken afide and the auount of the claim detemined. Then, on
cross-questioning, we found that the defeudant contradicted
himself. Also, we nad good evidenoe that the claimant {who
was head-aan of m:«"cooliea on my shift on the way upr the gla=
cier, and always behaved very wall) 'f”‘a a man of excellent
reputation, whereas the defendanti seened univefaally tc be
thought o bAd AN 80 we issued Ta hukm on the spot that the
money should be paid over in our presence - and, oi course, it
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vas3 for a hukm is & hukn.

‘Yegterday evening Abdullah Bat - our chota shikari -
and two naukars started off to go over the fikoro-la to 8k§rdn
in advance, to bring us back to S8koro (the foot of the pass
in the Shigar valley) some mono&. as, after disoharging all our
Askole debts, we have not enough left to pay off all these
coolies, some of whom have been with us for three monthse. Ve
originally intended to pay all 15 Bkardu, but as therc has been
cholera in the Bralduh valley, the men must not mix with those
of the'Shigar; but must turn baqk fram'SKOto.

August _2lst. We wore ready soon after six this
msorning, hut the usual odd thing: turned up to bs settled - &
few odd eggs to be paid for, and several dlscharged coolies to
pay - so it was 7.30 before we 3ot started. The way led for
half an hour through the tioldq of Monjeon and adjoining
villages befors it bezgan to mount. Theireeopnd erop is now

nearly ripe ~ it is wheat everywhere, and wonderfully thiek,
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comparad to Bnglish ones. Then the road dbegan to mount, and
continued very steep to within thirty nminutes of the parao,
where it rounds a corner and gets into the Bkoreo valley proper.
It was oxcessively warn valking, as in addition to the steep
ground there was an unclouded sun, and we were on a rcok face
which refleoted & lot of heat. We arrived at 10.40, having
come up sons 3,000 feot. Pive minutes hefore ths camping
ground vo-paasod through a small oollection of hovels, which
is the village of Tla Brok. | It is a fine upland valley here,
terminating in a glacier (which we ascend to-rorrow) and,
naturally, covered with‘greonory wherever there is & little
water. After scme tiffin, as it was still fine and sunny, I
photographed various groups of our best men, 6.g. the nine
Baltis who staved up at Camp XI. with us a&ll the time - they
were vbry snused at the proceeding. The place is literally

covered with edelweiss on all the high pastures, and apparently
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here the oattlie like it, as we've swen many patulivs cropped

close by them.

August_22nd. As we had a lot of snow to oross
to-day, and it uné some hours before we got to it, we made an
early start. DBreakfast at 4.30, and the last man off at 5.15.
We started by noonlight, but soon after the day broke - fine
and almost cloudlesa. TFor a couple of hours or so we wound
up the valley, which~was fine pasture nearly all the war. At
nine o'clogk we got on to ths glacier, which has very littie
noraine, and yhat thare is of it gcod goina; If runs nearly

 ascent to the col begins.

level for a bit, and then the Vil
Most of the slopes were of groat steepness, and the snow (though
it might have been much worse) was not:good - t?cre were aboﬁt
three inches of fresh-fallen stuff on the old snor; and the

two coats had not combined at all. S0 the way up wad dist inoct-

ly tedious and hard work. We did not reach the top till one

- 152 - | a



o'clock, having risen in all some 5,500 feet from our oamping
place. All the way the views of mountains had not been ime=
yressive, as the glacler flows down from a small amphitheatre
of peaks of no distinctive charaoter, or creat size. These
out out all further view, except down the valley we had asocend-
od, ihora we 8aw some great peaks on the further side of the
Biafo Glacier. But, once on the col the view towards 8.3.R.
and £.W. was anazing - seas of p@akn were visible rising wave
qh wave till they loat themselves in the ¢loud banks on the
horison. Here and there a giant pushed its head up through
the clouds, and we thought we caught a glimpso of Rakipushi,
near Gilgit - lao.milea off. The average height of all the
points-in.viui - and there woerse literally thousands - must
have been 19,000 feet. On the 8. (Skoro} side of the pasa
there is no agow, but an exceedingly steep valley leading into
the Skoro nullah - it is the steepest grass, eafth and soree

valley I have vat come aoross. Down this our wAy lay, the
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firat part was bad going - Bokenstein avoided it by glissading
on some snow debris lying in a gully - but then n.path,‘ot_
sorts, developed on a grass ridge which led nearly all the way
down to our parao here - 4,000 feet helow the col. We got

in at 3.20 - ten hours of pretty hard work. It is far the
longest stage we have had. From Tla Brok to the foot ot’tho'
glacier, and from the col down to here, thsre has been liter-
ally one éontinuous carpet of edelweiss ~ a wonderful profu-
sion compared with Switzerland. There is a soobnd variety
here which, though ;dentioal in form with the ordinary kind,
has & strong sosnt. When we Arrived we tﬁund anothsr Sahibd
camping here ~ he is on a shooting expedition, and this valley
is reputed excellent for ibex. His is the first white face -
bar our party -~ we have seen for nore than three months nowe.
80 in the evening we had a little tamasha - we invited the
Bnglishman round and drank two of our remaining halr-bottlos.ot

champagnes enmorgencies are unlikely to turn up now, and it's
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quite useless to cart it back to Srinagar.

Agggg&_ggsgp Off at 6433 on our way down the Skoro
Lungma. The way first wound through & veritable rose garden
on the top of the oliffs on the right-hand bank of the stream.
Then, in a long, stoop.deaoent. it went to the mstream bed.
The valley here 1is very narrow, and the #alls are vertiocal
rooks which take it in turn to projeet right into the stroeanm,
#0 one has to he gontinually crossing from one side of the
torrent to the other. It 1s not very broad, but naturally
rap;d -~ the first three times we crossed, Eckenstein and I toog
the trouble ﬁo jump from stone to stone, thus getting across
more or lest drys but, as the crossings beocame more and more
rr§quent,~we found it too muoch worry, and waded through. In
ill, ve crossed that torrent fiftecn times. At about nine |
o'clogk we reached & junction or.a large side nullah, at which
were three apriocot trees grewing, so we had a rest there, and

noticed with pleasure that there were apricots on it in an

- 155 - 4



unripe state, which augured well for our not finding the srop
quite over when we arrive down in the main valley. A short
wvay off from this place we met our old friend the Wazir of
Alohcri, who had come up to meet us, and from there he led us
down at a terrific paece, dbut it didn’§ 80 muéh mntter, as the
rath was good.

Where these natives beat one is racing over really
bad going, when there is no living at their pacs.

Our last rencontre was a dak-wallah carrying our
mails. He turned back with us, and #e all went on till we
camd to another oclump of trees, where the Wazir suggested a
rest and produced Balti sweet cake, and two big baskets of
peaches and apricots. We made & acrugptious meal, reading oﬁr
mails the wh;lc. Then on down the valley, till_a&ill.ls-ua
met Abdullah Eat (the man we sent on to Skardu), and also the
Munshli of S8kore, who had ricden out to nest us. Also, they

had brought their horses for us, and it was a comfort to get
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four legs unfter one onos more - the mere faot that my stirrup
leatheriﬁwefe rermanently £ixed oiahteon inches tooc short, and
thgt the irons were to0o snall for ry mountain boots, were
irirlbcogg Twenty minutes hrought us into Skore at ll.l5. The
recéj;t.iq’h ve have had in this valley has been quite over-
vhelning, somethins between a returning general and a perpetual
coromalion., It started at Sioro, where nnaited'us a banquet
of truntg apriocots, grapes, peaches, ete., ete., eta. After
partp#ins of this, we found:

fli). Owing to the Tahsildar's absence fro~ Skardu #e had
nqﬂho#qy.

{2). That restrictions had been removed from the Bralduh
valley, and t.hg.—t our men could, oconsegquently, go on to Skardu.
80 we decided tc proceed to-Shigar for the night, and gallope@
the whole way there in under an hour. Trhey had provided us
with excellent nSgs whotconirgny to the habits of these beasts)

jumped all the ditchas clean - there is a water course every
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few yards here. At Shigar, as soon as we were encamped,
visitors roiled up in orowds, all with many men bearing
offerings - apricots by the stone, peaches, melons, grapes,
vegetable marrows, beans, chilis, tea, eto., otc., sto., - till
we were huilt into a regular kind of house of fruit and vegee
tables. They also brought us big bunches of garden flowers -
all bright-coloured and sweet-smelling. So it looks as if
theses good pooplq approved of our methods of treating them.

We also heard that a universal tlmashs>had'boen ordered in our
honour, and in the cool of the evuniné went out to wateh it.
The band agarted the procoedings - it consisted.of three men
Paling a kind of pipc-ohantor, one ﬁig,drum. two side drums,
and one perfprmar #ho blew into a most gorgeoun‘coanh horn
{some five feet long and sixteen inches aoross the end) whene
over fr.he epirit moved him, Then dancing - this was, as usual,
vofy statuesque and rather like Du gnurior's aesthetic attitudes

in Punch. Afterwards came the polo mateh, for which the sides
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were shosen by a kiddie picking whips into two heaps, the
owners forming the twe sides. They played seven a side on a
tremendous ground - over 400 yards long and abvout 65 yrards
wide -~ and'a var% fast game they played. NHeodless to say,
Bokenstein and I had the pavilion to ourselves. YThey did not
finish till nearly 7.30, and then we said good-night to them.
theré i8 no doubt that polo is the national game here as before
and after the game, and even during the interval, all the |
children of the place rush about the ground hitting round
stones with diminutive polo sticks.

August, 24th; We sent off Salama to Skardu to-day
to arrange for crossing the Deosal Plains while we took a
day's rest here. In the morﬂing all the notables of the place
turned up to be ﬁhotographnd. The Wazir and all his relations
were photographed on thenpolo ground on phear»poniee. aﬁa later
on the Rajah of Shigar turned up with all hié relations and

suite, and were duly taken. He (the Rajah) is a very fine man
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indeed, and ;:1lays polo with the best of them. In the middle
of the photographing a jodel announoed to us the arrival of
the Dootor and Crowley. They had gone down the whole Bralduh
valley and taken a raft from Yuno here. From early morning
more presents began to shower in on us = still fruit and |
vegetables - in quantities far greater than we know what to do
with - it’s a regular milke-and-honey land.

Here in 8higar, the: work a beautiful green soapstone
into cups, little larmps, and pipes, ets., 50 we had up the
merehaﬁts and bartered with them at various times in the day
and acquired some lovely specimens of the work. This evoriing,
the Rajah and sulte case to give us their salamms befors our
departure, and to receives chits from us. We are going down
to-morrow by raft. 1ate this evening the missionary who lives
here came over t0 88e ug - he has been 'quite well all the time,

and has made no converts.

August 25th. It took us some time to get started
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this mo¥ming, as endless petitioners for ohit,. etc., turned up.
S0 it was 8.10 before we were afloat on the Shigar. our raft
consisted of twenty-seven goat skins blown up ﬁot very tight,
with a light framework of wood on the top, this sﬁpportoﬁ ten
of us in all. 1 was glad to have the ochance of trying one,
but cannot recormend the craft for comfort, as the irregular
sticks which form the framework are anything but comfortable
to sit on. The raf't soon gete lower in the water than when
one starts, and then the nen ars, more or less, continually
employed in blowing up the skins. Heanwhile, one gets very
wat, both by geitting more or less continually in the water,
and also by the waves which sweep over ihon one traverses
rapids; One hgﬁ one great advantage: the scenery is eén-
tinually revolving round like a panorama as the raft apins in
the current. We got down to the junction of the Shigar anéd
Indus in two hours. The iunctioniis some way below Skardu,

80 the men carrisd the raft up stream & hit, and then paddled
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across the Indus stream with stioks while the raft drifted far
down,. This landed us three-quarters of an hour from Skardu,
where we arrived at twelve o'clock. Boon after our arrival
the usual streams of fruit began to pour in with the tea and
cakes, e6t0., - some twenty melons, among other things. Our
coolies wers very late arriving so we could do prakiically
nothing to-day. Anotmi- Sahib turned up late - he has been
shikaring without a great deal of success, and is going on to
Srinagar, across the Deosal, in a day or two.

We stayed at Skardu for a few days owiné to the raﬁt
that we had not snoeugh money to pay off our ooolies; Indeed
we thought we should have to wait till we got it sanﬁlup from
Srinagar; but our old friend the Tahsildar tol@ us to tele-
grapk t0 have the amount paid in to the Srinagar treasury when
he could disburse it to us at Skardu.

Crowley and the Doctor did not wait for us while

these arrangements were being rade but started off 2 dars ahead.
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We did not follow the same walley route to Brinagar
as we had.taken early in the year bhut A shorter if Qore agduous
one across the Deosal Plains.

These are very high {13,000 to 15,000 feet) table~
lands which ars free from snow only 1n.tho surmer wvhen they
becone the mall route to Skardu from XKashmir. The marches
are 00 long for a loaded coolie and pony-transport is in-
variably used. ‘

It was the 29th of August that we set off on our
final stage and late before we got off, for the men took long
in getting the loads roady; They sew them into the two ends
of a goﬁt-hair rug, which is thrown across the animal's back.
Another cause of delay was an accident whioh befell a naukar
who was sent to fetch the riding horses. He got up on one and
Was ‘thrown_ from it. Unluckily, he caught his foot im the
gtirruy, and as the horse bolted he was dragged along the

ground a considerable distance beforse being jerked loose. By
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sone good lusk, however, he got nothing worse than bruises.

The way follows a valley, which 1s.ot & ravine char-
aoter - ontifoly steep rock faces and soree slopes, with no
vezetal lon exoept scrudb and bushes - to ite end, at which is
our first pass -~ the hurje-la. 'wo did one and a hnlflparlo.
here through the dren¥y valley, arriving at four o'cleock. The
way 1is a steap ascent the whole time, and we must have risen
soMe 6.500 feet - wo are now about 14,000 feet. The pass is
visible from here, some 2,000 feet above us - there is a
little snow on it. ©Our nags are real good ones, as you oan
imagine from the fact that they oarried us easily up all this
height and distance. It fained at intervals during the day,
but never raally persistently till we had arri#ed, when a sleet
storm set in, which appargntly lasted all night. Wo met &
caravan on its way down to=-day -.they'told us that Crowlsy had
been unwall, and that, oconseguently, he and the Doctor were

halting one d4ay on the way.
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August 30th. was a miserable day, and a rather misere

able naroch. Bokenstein and I were both ill this morning - his
interior economy was seriously deranged and all the day he was
unable to go for any length of time on his horse, as the motion
made him feel bad. I was not nearly so bad as Rckenstein,
just a bhit seedy. We started at 7.40, in a sleet storm, which
changed to snow and hail as we got up to the suwmit of tke col
{about 15,800 feet) and daci: again to slest when we got down
again to the Deosai plains. Our men told us that it was the
dastur {custom) for everycne to get ill crossing the Burje-la,
aé there lived a had devil in the valley who invariably troubled
travellers in this way. Incidentally, the Deosal are ;ieo
known as The Dovil'ﬂ_?lains. The last piece up the pass was
over snow-covered glacier (much Qrovasaeé in rlaces)s our
ponies asent over this excellently and, not knowing the deci-
gsions of the Alpine Clud, neither wanted to be ropod. nor

stepped into crevasses instead of over them, Wa rode all the
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way up, reaching the summit at 9.30. FProm there a short piece
of desoent brings one to the Deosai proper, which lies between
14,000 and 15,000 fest. As far as I have seen it to-day, it
is a high, bare and stony plateau with round rooky or grassy
humps rising irwegularly. The vezstation is not very thick,
but then it is only out of snow for a verv few months in the
vear. It's rather reminiscent of a large range of BEnglish
downs #ithout the grass. and with the hills mush further apart,
By & stream in one of the wvalleys we plodded on for hoursi the
slest was quite continuous and we got exceseively eold, so had
to get off and walk at intervals. Erentually, I reached this
parao at 1.30, it is one and & half paraocs fram our starting
placo to-day. A8 ne’relt we had had snough, we stopped and
pitched camp, though it was ocur original intention to go two
and a half paraos, and get back to habitations to-mﬂrrnw nighte
Soon after our arrival it ceased sleeting, and now (four o'clodc

is fine and sunnv. I%'s a characteristiec of this place for the
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weather toc change suddenly and vioclently.

August 3lst. Thic morning, when we got off at 7.35

it seemed unsettled, but inclined to clear up -~ it did so sub-
sequently. The looal devil had not finished with us yesterday
a8 Xokenatein and I were 8till very far from well this morning,
and had to take liberal dodes of apius‘at intervals to make
riding on horseback endurable. Also, three of our men with
the horses were bhad. Davil, or no devil, there does seem to
be something ln the}placo that upsets people, whether some
dissolved mineral in thé water, or some plant near the sarping
places I 4o not know. We neant to 4o three paraos to-day,

and land at the first da# bungalow on this road, i.0., at
Bursil, where the Gilgit road and Deosal route diverge. Ve
had finished two stages at 12.30, going fairly well. The
scenery was unchanged - the same long, flat valley; #ith humps
of rock or stones tlank#ng theme. The vallevs all have good

streams flowing in them and are, consequently, thick with grass
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and wild flowers. Ws crossed many of these stweams, fortun-
ately now low, 80 not troublesoms. After & hoawy'raintall.
hovwever, thuy rise rapidly, and people sometimes have to wait

a day or 8o til) the: subsidee. Tre next parao is a tramendous
one, and includes going over the second pass, the Stakpi-la
{about 13,700 feet) to whioh there is a small rise from the

end of the nlains. The way was very wearisome indeed, and we
didn't get to the top t1ll five o'cloek. At the top of the
pass there ig a big lake, which drains on both sides. Fron
there an hour’s continuoua.daacent brought us to an excellent
majdan by a river, so, &s the Burzil bungalow was an unknow¥n
distance off, and as Bckenstelin felt pretty done up, we pitoched
our camp and staysd the nigzht there. It's quite impossible teo
extract the real distance of a place, even from the Shikari who
has been with us all the timeg they irsist on trying to please,
ofs.. to=-day they said the last parso was guite short f tjo
hours or 8o - whereas it 1s some four and & half hours, even ‘I
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to here. A very tiring day, especially as we were both out of
sorts.

September lst. Bnkenatoin 1mproved.1n the night,
but rmy condition was much the same this morning, when we start-~.
od at eight 0'clook. After three quarters of an hour's riding
I met a Sahidb, who w:is goling over to Skardu, he was just then
busy shooting at marmots, a rather large wariety of which abound
near here. He turned out to he & Doctor, 8o was promptly
consulted, and ordered us to kéep on nilk diet exclusively.

I reached the Bursil bungslow at ten o'clook, having descended
steeply most of the way. THere one gets on to the Gilgit road,
which 1s the first worthy nf the name we have travelled over
since leaving Srinagar - it's quite pleasant to have from
eisht to twelve feet of good surfacs under one, 1na£ead of the
usual one-foot track, mostl; choked with stones, or steering
through marshes. So, after a rest, we continued on for an

hour, and reached the first village out of 8kardu, i.s., Minni-
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nerg, whence on here (Pushwari) at 1.20. A very good maroh,
and the scenery is a rest to ong'c eyes after the dreary Deosai.
All the way, after Bursil, runs through a heavily deodar-olad
valley. It ia very like a Bwiss scene, es;ecially as the
inhabitants live in ochflets instead of the ordinary mud or
stone hut -~ only these villages look cleaner than most Swise
ones doe Here there is a hungalow, with chairs and a tabla,
luxuries we have hoguﬂ to forget the use of.

Beptember 2nd. Both of us were & good deal better
this morning. It was a very pleasant march here, as the
vailey bescomes more and more wooded anq beautiful at every one
of its many turns. The pine woods have muoh heeoh in them,
and everywhere are dotted about the ;h!lot villages. With a
good road under us we qent vory fast for more than half the
Journo?. when Rockenstein's ﬁcny lost a shoe and went rather

lame, 8o he walked hiri for a bit, and subsequently took the
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shikari’s nag. We got here at 12.45. It 1s not the regular
parao at Gurais, but some nile or two further on, nsar a
faquir's tomb, at a spot where Eckenstein camped ten years ago.
Round Gurais the valley widens out into a plain for a few
1miles - highly cultivated, and with mary villages.

September srd. We wanted to et over our third and
1a§§;§1ﬁnsthankfu1 to sn&) pass to-day. As it 16 two marches
over ths top e started a bit‘earlier than usual. The first
part of the way led through a grand beech forest vith a thiek
under;rowth of sweet-smelling flowers (rany orchids), so it was
cool and pleasant. This brought us out near the end of a
81¢o valley, ub which the way led to the pass - the Tragbal-
Gﬁﬂk - goes; fha next-stretoh was rather trying, as it was
over & ite tree-less hillside in a blasing sun. Here wg
met ah offioer and his memsahib coming down - the latter in a
dandy - and ubseguently a road angineér and his wife too. Wo
arrived at the first parac (Gorai) at twelve o'clcck, and from
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there on the road wound now through pines, and nov on the open
hillside, ascending steadily all the tine. After about an
hour we were suddenly greeted with shouts from behind - it
turned out to be Radoliffe, a forest officer, whom we had met
at Srinagar hefore leaving, and sho was also going over the
pass. We stoppod, had a talk, and then he went ahead (veing
much better mounted), we followin; after. Rventually, we
reached the top at 3.15 pedme, Or at least what I took to be
the top, as there is no well-defined ool, but & long ridge,
along whioh the way runs, gently ascending and descending, for
a long time. The héight is 11,000 feet, some 5,000 feet rise
from Gurais, When one reaches the end of the ridge, an extra-
ordinary view breaks in on one. In the foreground, the pinef
covéred hills and nullahs of Kashnir st:atchins away on both
sides. Then the big expanse of the Woolar lake in front,

blending in the heat hase at its edges into the plain of Kaslmiyp

which stretches right away, till in the distance it mests the
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spurs of the Himalayas, which bound it. Running through the
landscapes is the silver meander of the Jhelum, and the whole

of this is8 lring 5,000 fest helow one. The oclouds, unfor-
tunately, hid from us Nanga Parbat, up ¥.¥. in the Indus va.llo;r.
but eertainly beautified the rest. Then down - again in long
zig-sags - till we reachoed Traghal at 5.30. Here #e found a
regular ooncourse at the hungalow. To begin with, we hed
caught up the Doctor and Crowley who had come one march to-éa;r,
then Radeliffe and a friend of his, the officer we had met at
Sxardu {he had oome across the Deosal with the Doctor and

Crowley), and finally, a man on telegrarh work,

gertamber 4th. The Doctor and Crowley got off

before us to-day, as the;,r intend to go down to Bandipur (ithe
end of the Gilgit road on the‘!loolar lake) to-day, ard take a
dunga from there across to Baramullah - -some five hours by
water. They sleop there to-night, and go on to Srinagar by

ton;a to-norrow. They do this in order to avoid being on the
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Woolar or the Jhelam after nightfall, when there are crovds of
mosguitos. The ordinary waterway to Srinagar is across the
Woolar, and then uj the river. This way we intend to g0y
avoiding the skeeters by starting very early in the morning
and travelling fast, in whioch case vwe should be out of their
region before nighttall. We, therefore, to-day only cane
down as far as Kralpur, which is some three miles from the
lake, and a little abov; it. It was onl; a short march of
lese than two hours down colossal sig-zagp on the hillside.
Bokenstein found running down the short cuts more congenial

to his confort, whereas I trotted down the road on my nag. We
are going to stay a day in camp here to-morrow to have a rest
and . ive our insides a chance of getting properly better,
which thaﬁ have not been able to do with this opntiﬁuation of
long days in the saddle., This neighbourhood is that from
which our shikaris and naukars ea&e from, 80 we have said 'hoif

d4'vou-do® to innumerable fathers, brothers, cousins, etc., of
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all of them, who have come up and presented us with all nanner
of good things Lo eat = which we caunnot touch. In the ewvening
we were informed that Crowley had sormandeered our two dungas,
which we hid ordered beforehand, without tel_.ing us anything
about 1t, 680 we had to send off a man post haste to Srinagar

to get others down. Fe is gzoing to walk &)l night, so that,
with luck, they nay arrive to~morro§.

September Cthe A perfectly lazy day in canp. b ¢

think the only thing we did - besides dosing - the whole day
vas to lopk at and choose some pieces of pi&toe {native cloth)
made in the willages round here - it-is 1n£initely better than
the stuff they sell in Brinagar.

September 6th. The return tc their homes had &

very bad effact on our naukars, so this morning, when we es-
pecially wanted to get off early, to avoid the mosyuitos of the
lower reaches of the Jhelam, ther were not there. Furthernore,

thare was some troubls in getting them. Then &l1 manner of
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other delars turned up, absence of coollies or horses to tare
cur goods down to the hoat, =2te. It wam an hour's ride to the
dunga through Bandipur and its neighhouring willages, which

are nearly level witﬁ the lake ané all planted with rice. At
the boat, more dslay, milk, water and wood for the oruise had
to be shipped. So it was twelve o'clock before we got cff.
The boat had beem broight up & canal, and down this they paddled
to the lake proper. Thse naukars very muoh wanted me to shoct
them & heron = there are jguantities al; over the lake - as they
eateem.tham.a great delicacy. I managed to get one at the
sscond atteiapt. Again, later, I indulged in a stalk of a hird
whioch yhe? gaid was excellent eating - he was rather like a
small cormoraat td look at, but Rckenstein says he tasted very
good. The laks is very weedy, 80 progress through it, by
paddl ing, was sloa: RBventually, we got across, however, and
turned up the Jhelem, which, though low still, flovse with a

Tairly rapid streanm, Here they started towing, As the bhanks
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are high, and the country flat, one does not see much from the
river except the edges of ths never-ending ricefields. Ever
since we had <ot to tha lake there were a csrtain amount of
nmosquitos about, but newver in very largs mumbors. Towards
evening, when, of ocourse, they start getting bad, a strongish
breese arose and kept them clear. 8o we did not anticipate
a bad nighte. However, as soon as we got to the atoppina place
the wind fell, and tho»beaéts came out in their legions. we
got a tent up qﬁiakly. and having got inside it, shut up door
and window. Then smcked till the inside was solid with *bacey.
As we heard none we thought we were pretty safe, and went to
slesd.

September 7th. They woke us &t 5.45 this morning, |
but this was not the first time I had wokem up by any rieans.
In fact, I had been engaged in waking up nost of'tha night.
When we came to sxaminé ourselvss by darlight I found that I
had suffered a groeat geal'more than Fckenstein, who only had &
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comparatively few bites. Unfortunately, I got about twenty to
twenty-five on each arm and hand, and six or seven on my face,
and am, At present, trring not to scratch any of the fitty.
We prooeeded straight away by towing up the river. We had a
long day of it, doing gothins. in the hoat, and 4id not arrive
at the outskirts of Srinagar till after seven o'clock. As it
¥as & long way up through the town by river, and manipulating
the craft through the bridges iz alsoc slcw, we got out and
walked ths last four miles on the high road, leaving the boat
to follow. ¥hen we got here we found every room in the hotel
full, but they managed toc put ue up. Crowley and the Doctor
arrived two days ago. The former, with his beard off and short
hair is unrecognisable. The place 1s full of disgusting smart
people who dress - it makes one thini of Camp XI.

Here the 6 of us were onoce more together only to

separate azain almost irmediately.
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Bokenstein and I stayed on in that bga.utitul ¢ity of
SBrinagar and spent & pleasant month living in idleness and
looking at the lovely things that the astute Wri nere
chant would sell nne, while the othars dispersed and found

thelilr divergent ways to Burops once more.
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